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the bleſſed God, which appears every where among 
the preſent Profeſſors of chriſtianity, .cannot but 
deeply affect every one bo knows the excellency of this 
wonderful revelation of divine mercy. a A og 


Fox the ſake of a chriſtian name, multitudes claim the 
privilege of baptiſm ; but very few.-conſider- what is im- 
plied in the chriſtian profeſſion. The greater * con- 
tent themſelves with vague ſuperficial notions of religion, 
and are formal and ſuperſtitious, or careleſs and licentis © ' 
ous. Numbers live in the neglect of the duties of pris 


vate devotion, and ſhew. much indifference. to public 
worſhip : though they call themſelves chriſtians, they 
walk according to the courſe of this world, ſhew little 
reſpect to the plaineſt commands of the Goſpel, and hold 
no communiog with Chriſt and his Church in the Lord's 
ſupper; or prophanely proſtitute that diſtinguiſhing 


pledge and ſeal of our holy profeſſion to ſecular views. 


And even among thoſe who aſſume more of the chriſtian 
character, the ſpirit and power of godlineſs give place 


too far to the form; and hecauſe iniquity abounds, the 


love of many waxes cold. r 
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and ſubdivided, under various modes and party names; 
aad while they glory in men, and worldly diſtinctions, 
they ate betrayed into angry contentions; and often for- 
get the moſt eſſential principles of chriſtianity, eſpeciallß 
that fundamental law of Chriſt— that his diſciples muſt love 
ong another. We rarely ſge brethren of ibe ſame church 
t ſo firmly united as they ought to be in faith and charity, 
or ſufficiently mindful of the great ends of chriſtian fel- 
lowſhip. They are too negligent of mutual watchfulneſs 
and brotherly admonition, and too ealily give way to 
uſpicions and. ſcctet grudges, envy and ſtr. fe and thus 
the peace and order of the church is frequently diſturbed, 
and evangelical diſcipline gradpally abgtes, And when 
profeſſors are departing from the faith and obedience of the 
goſpel, not receiving the love of the truth, but havin 
pleaſure in unrightcouſnels, the Spirit of falſehood takes 
advantage of the times, dteſſes up religion in new ſhapes, 
deludes men with fables, and abſurdities, and inſpires 
them with wrath and hatred under the cover of zeal for 
God : the conſequence of which is, a more general a- 
poſtacy from the faith, and groſſer corruption of morals. 


Wuarzvrx variety of caufes may have concurred to 
fink the churches into the preſent low ſtate, all may be 
- fum'd up in this one general cauſe, viz.—7 bat chriſtians 
bave turned away their attention from the plain defirines and 
precepts of the goſpel, as they were at firſt preached, in their 
genuine ſimplicity, by Feſus Chriſt and bis Apeſtles. T bere- 
tore they who delire to ſee chriſtianity recovering it's 
primitive appearance and power, mutt wiſh that proteſſors 
may be reminded of the words' of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and led more ſeriouſly and cloſely to attend to thoſe dots 
rines of the goſpel which conſtitute tbe faith. of all be- 
lievers, and thole precepts of godlineſs which are the 
rules of their obedience. In order to this, every chriſtian, 
in his proper ſphere, may lend ſome aſſiſtanee z and every 


method which hath a tendency to promote the knowlege 
and practice of primitive chriſtianity, may be of ſome 
advantage to the Church, - + % Nadel 


Tan 
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Tus is the defign of the following Summary ; which | i 
claims no farther regard than as it may be ſubſervient to | 
this valuable purpoſe. If Chriſt and his Apoſtles have MM 
delivered to us a compleat Syſtem of divine iruth, this ſame | 

Syſtem ought to ſtand as clear as poſſible in every chri- | 
ſtian's mind, that he may be firmly eſtabliſhed in the 
belief of it. In order to this chriſtians muſt-ſee witk 
their own eyes, view the ſcriptures in their original ſim- = 
— Pr oe the mutual connexion of the doctrines Mn 
revealed, attend (eſpecially to thoſe which difinguiſh rhe | 
geſpel from all other ſchemes of religion, and believe only - 
upon full conviction of the truth. He that hath collected ̃ ³ 
no certain principles of religion from the holy ſcriptures, = 
muſt be ſuppoled hitherto to have read them without 
underſtanding, and may properly be ſaid to believe nothing z - | 
| 
| 


and he who hath formed his notions of religion merely - 
upon human writings, believes men, and not God. Yet 
chriſtians need ſome aſſiſtance in gaining a clear and per- 
fect view of the Goſpel ; and this is the proper deſign 
and uſe of all preaching and writing upon the ſeriptures. 3 
Therefore, (whatever may juſtly be objected againſt hu- 
man creeds and confeſſions, when ſet up as ſtandards- of [ | 
faith in competition with the ſcriptures) ſo far as any com- 
pendium of religion only ſerves to lead chriſtians, eſpecially 
ſuch as are but babes in Chriſt, to a better acquaintance 
with the oracles of God, it may be admitted upon an 
equal footing with all other human writings, and eſcape 
the ſeverity of ſuch a cenſure. 1 


Tut Writer of theſe ſheets deſires no more: his aim 
is only to remind chriſtians of what they have learned from 
the word of God, and lend ſome aſſiſtance to thoſe who | 
deſire to fix their thoughts _ the moſt important in- 
ſtructions of the Goſpel, His earneſt wiſh that all chri= || 
ſtians may conſider their declenſions, and repent, and be 
more united in the acknowlegement of Chriſt, the obedi- 
ence of faith, and the hope of eternal life, by recollecting 
the main doQrines of the new Teſtament, is all his | 
apology for attempting ſuch a general view of the _ 1 


677 


fan religion. He is too ſenſible of the obſcurity of hie 
name, and how largely he ſnares in human imperfections, 
to have the leaſt thought of impoſing his own views of 
the goſpel upon any, by dogmatical aſſertions. Yet, as 
he endeavors to ſpeak as much as poſſible in the very 
Ianguage of the Scriptures, and hath ſincerely aim'd to 
reprefent every truth in the moſt ſimple manner, accord - 
ing to the divine Oracles, he cannot but entertain ſome 
confidence, that he expreſſes the ſentiments of the gene- 
rality of chriftians who have read the new Teſtament with 
care, as well as his own. What he now offers to the 
ic. was indeed primatily intended for the particular, 
nefit of his own — 3 but his ſatisfaction will be in- 
creaſed if it may be more extenſively uſeful, . 


Ir any thing efentia! to chriſtian faith and practice is 
omitted in this Summary, the. Writer will accept it as a 
great kindneſs, if ſome. friendly hand will correct the 
madvertence. But it will give him no concern to be 
charged with neglecting any thing which depends merely. 
upon the authority of human ſchemes, or the peculiarities 
ef a party, On the contrary, it will afford him no ſmall. 
ſatisfaRtion to find he bath kept all doubtful queſtions und 

ifes of words out of view, and ſaid none other things 
than Chriſt and his Apoſtles have plainly delivered ; nor 
will he be wholly dilappointed in hjs aim, if only ſome of 
the weakeſt chriſtians ſhould be taught, by this brief ac - 
count of chriſtianity, what are the firſt principles of the 
Oracles of God. | 
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A Summary of Chriſtian Faith 
U „ PARA 1 
ConTAINING | | 

The Capital Articles of Chriſtian Faith. 

An r. I. —— 

ENS, ator ot a 

Of GOD. 


b&@S$HERE is one God and Father of Eph. 4. 6. 
dR—B8 all, who is above all, and thro' 
all, and in all, whoſe name alone ier 
0e i: Jrrovan, the Almighty and Pl. By. 1 
dS Everlaſting God. He is the liv- Gen. 17. u. 
g and true God, and beſides him there is 1%. 44 6. 
no other, He made Heaven and Earth, men 1 Cor. 8.5.6. 
and all creatures, and he preſerveth them all. Nek. g. . 
The heavens declare his glory to all mankind, wide 
by ſhewing them, from day to day, and from pay. 19. ts 
night to night, the wonderful works of his 2, 3. 
hands : for the inviſible things of God from 
the creation of the world are preſented clearly 3 
to view, being notified to every attentive ob- . © 9 
ſerver by the things which are made, even his 
eternal power and Godhead, But God hath 
more perfectly revealed himſelf to man by his Pal. 167. 19, 
Word, which aſſures us that He is, and that 


Gop 


He is @ rewarder of them that diligently ſeek Heb. 11.6." 
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Te fpiritoal ES) 


eb. 12.9. 


AR. 17. 23, nite ; the Father of Spirits, in whom we lle 


and move, and have our Being. He contings 
eth the ſame from everlaſting to everlaſti 
— and with him is no variableneſs or ſhadow 
Jam. 1. 17. turning. To him all perfection of nature 
| dleſſedneſs muſt be aſcribed;; and we muſt 


worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth, as that 


'glorious Being who giveth unto all, life, and 
reath, and all things. | 


God is ſu- 8 4-3 a Rn) | 
pn Lord He alone, who at firſt created, upholds all 
things by the word of his power, and main- 
— a tains an univerſal government over all the 
7⁰ works of his hands as their ſupreme Lord. 
Dan. 4. 34 He ruleth by his power forever, and doth ac- 
35: cording to his Will in the army of heaven, and 
Ifa. 40. 12— among the inhabitants of the earth, and is ac- 
2 countable to none of his creatures for any of 
Jeb 3313+ his proceedings, With equal eaſe he direct 
Jer. 32. 27. and governs the greateſt things, and the leaſt 
Ila. 45. 25. numbers and orders the hairs of our heads or 
Pal. 147.4--9 the ſtars of heaven ; takes care of nations, or 
Matt.6. 26— of the ravens, ſparrows, and lilies of the field; 
30. 10. 29. 30. and overtules the moſt minute events of the 
Ia. 44. 7. E time, and of all ages yet to come. 
wo eis the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the 
1 Tim. r. 1y, only wiſe God: the bleſſed and only Poten- 


6. 15, 16. tate, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords z who | 


only hath - immortality, eſſentially in himſelf, 
dwelling in the light which no man can ap- 
proach unto z whom no man hath ſeen or can 

| ſee; to whom be honor and power everlaſt- 
ing. Amen. 


Gop is every where preſent. His Being is 
unlimited. The heaven of heavens cannot 
1Kings 8.27, contain him. He is a God at hand, and afar 
Jer. 23. 23, off; for he fills heaven and earth. He — 
34+ | 


. . 
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nature of God | We” 


Jod- 4-24 God is 4 Spirit, inviſible, eternal, and ing 
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rounds un on every (ide, and We way — 
from his nde or flee from his Spirit: he. 
com paſſe our path and our lying down, and 

is nie with all our ways. There is ng Job 5 214 
darkneſs, not deep retirement, where tha wikke 23. 75.0 201 
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einten Knowle "Willem. RTE — 
long to God. el his works from the — 
beginning of the world. His underſtandi i rn 147. $6 
infinite, comprehending all things, whet * 
pak pe preſent, or 2 » Nothing can 9 Ina. 46. 10. 
notice for his — every place, Prov. ts. 3. 
beholding the evil a the be looketh Job as. — 
unto the ends of the — and ſeeth under 
the whole [heaven z he ſearcheth our hearts, Jer. 17. 9.10. 
and underſtandeth our thoughts afar off: Nei. gl. 139. 3. 
ther is there any creature which is not magifeſt yg. 4 1 * 
in his ſight : but all * are naked and 
unte bis view. Wiſdom and Might nay. 2. 2 
are his, and. from him, as the fountain, all the a1, 22. 
wiſdom, knowlege, and power of angels and 
men are derived, - He is the great, the mighty Jer. 38, 7 
God, Oo of Hoſts, great in covnlel; 19. 
* migh ty In work, His counſel ſhall ſtand, 1%. 46. 10, 
hi ud de ill r 
im is or im e. 
works manifeſt his Ede, Fiir and al- * ek 
ighty Power z and it becomes all creatures Prov. 3. 19, 
to ſubmit to his Will, for all his ways are right, 20 
His Wiſdom is unfathomable by a * finite Matt. 6. 10. 
underſtandings 3 he cannot be inſtructed by Hol 169. 
his creatures 3 nor does he. ſtand in need of Rom. 11. 
any hm, nk them N for of him, and thro 33s. 


OR — e e be | 
«it er. Den y holy ; fre FI every tially holy. 


; God is eſſen» 
and gs and Ga nl. 5. 4. 5+ 


23. 3. 


1 


k: 10 J | 


Fm. . 13, 1 able te all wickedneſs. It is not poſſible that 
| God ſhould be tempted wich evil  neithet 
can he tempt or encourage any man to fin; 
. vr take pleaſure in the workers of iniquity, 
Is. 6. 3. Angels and Saints in heaven proclaim the 
Rev. 1g. 3-4 glory of God; as exalted in holideſs; and wor, 
| = of all honor, becauſe He only is holy, who 

All moral per # the Lord God Almigb?ę rf. 
feftions are to | OY „dengel 
be bn eat _ Jvsrrex, Goodneſs, Truth, Merey, and e. 
Is very other moral Perfection, are to be attri- 
Matt. 5. 48. huted to the divine Nature. God's Throne i; 
Pal, 2g. 14. founded on Juſtice and Judgment, and a8 


Gen. 18. 25, Judge of all the earth he can do nothing but 


Pal. 145.17. what is right. He is fighteous in all his ways, 
and holy in all his works ; and all creatures 

Deut. 32. 4. are governed by Laws ſuited to their reſpect. 
| ive natures, Laws which are perfectly wiſe, 
Pfal. 145 9. juſt, and good. He is good unto all, and bis 
Ad. 14. #5: tender mercies are over all his works; and be 
Platt. 3. 45, is giving continua teſtimonies of his goodneſs 
and patichce towards upgratefol and finful 


Deut. 7. 9. men. He is the faithful God, owhotannor liv, 


Num. 23. 19. but will perform his word, ſo that neithet his 
Pfal. i43. 2. Promiſes nor threatnings ſhall fall. When be 
| enters into judgment, he will not acquit the 
Nah. 1. 3. Wicked : But he is lopg- ſuffering not willing 
that any ſhould periſh 3 and he defers the ex- 
ecution of his threatuings, that by his goodneſs 
Rom. 2. 3, 4. and forbeararite men may be led to-repentarice. 
Il. 13. 11. 4 N he hath determined to puniſti the 
Voyrld for the evil whieh is in it; and the Wicked 
Exod. 34. 6. for theit iniquity ; yet God is mereifol and 
Mark +. 28. Stscious, rich in benignity- unte all- that call 
2. pot him, reagy to pron alk iagner uf fins, 
A ..-r, -, according to that ſpecial covenaat, confirmed 
3- . by his oath, in which he hath promiſed to ſave 
Heb. 6 17,18. all who truſt in chat wonldetfut werty aban- 
©. aptly made Kiowa in dum. _ = 
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Turer ate ſome of the glorious characters 
of God by which he hath revealed himſelf 30 
man. But how ſmall a is heard and 
known of him l Who can by ſearching od out 
the Almighoy 


comprehenſi · 
ble. 


t Job 26. 14. 
a The krowlege Job 11.7. 8.9. 


unto 
of God is e of boundleſs extent ] pal. 139. 6. 


The mind of man can never trace it through 


it's everſpreading dimenſions. But from the 


holy Scriptures we may gain all that 1 
of the nature and "glorious attributes of God, - 


of conſummate ee, 
et er, en A K . II. | EE is 115 


contained in our Bil 


Teſtzment, as 
by Proteſtants to be c 


to receive, with * 


2 


which is neceſſary to lead us to the _ 


commaniy ed aug which ave. acknowieged © 


2 7 
* 


n 


Worn, ar r * 
written hy h ot Gel 6 the they 9 2Pet1. 20,41. 


moved by the d being r 
by divine . — are to be regarded 

as the only Rale of Faitb and Practice, by 
which all do&rines muſt be tried, and our 
whole conduct in matters af religion governed. 
For whatever variety is found in thoſe ſacred 


and for inſtructian in righeouſneſs that the 


man of Gad may be per fest, thoroughly: fur-  _ 


diſhed: unto — and they are able 
to make us wile unto ſalvation, thraugh _ 
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books, they are all adapted to our improve + 2 
| mentin-knowlege and - bolineſs, being profi- 
table for doctrine, for reptoof, for corre. 


2 Tim. 324 
I 155 


* . . 
f 1 1 


Monz eſpecially, 7 be Goſpel of ve Chrig. 
contained in the writings. of the new Teſta- 
ment, is the laſt; the cleareſt, and moſt com- 
plete revelation of the Will of: God for the 

eternal ſalvation of ſinful men 3 ſo that we are 

neither to expect; nor deſire, any farther reve- 
he. from heaven to . r us 0 ene 
- MY | | 15! 210115 2 ſ 


eb. r. . 55006 Ke oe lacy das, and As 8 


 2awavners, ſpake unto; the Fathers. by the Pro- 
phets, hath in cheſe laſt days ſpoken unto s 
Eph. 1. 7, 8,9. by his Son ; by whom he hath made known 


the abundant rnches of his wiſdom and mercy, 


in the redemption of the world. This reve- 
lation of his Will is: emph muten, alled—The 
— 2.10, Goſpel— ; becauſe i 3 goo 2 from 
heaven to miſerable men, and op pens the ey 
"myſterious welded in which God is, ia Clift . 
2 Cor. 5. 18, teconciling the world i unto hitiſelf, nor 3 


19. ti Dp vUtito men theit treſpaſſes. It une 
faithful account 'of the"Perfor, doctrines, mi- 
61.4.5... +»  Facles, crucifixion, reſurrection, and glory of 


I Tim, 1.15, the Son of God, who came into the World to 
16. ſave ſinners; and inſtructs us in all" things 
40. un, "4, neceſſary for our falvation by bim. * 


10 


. * "A * 7. . 4 : . 
ot Jeſus Chriſt the Savior of the World. 


The diflin=. © 

guiſhing faith ESUS of Nazareth, who was 2 by 
ef chriſtians. -" ) the wicked hands of the Jews 2s an Im- 
Joh. 1.”41, Na and Blaſphemer, was the very Meſſiah 
45: -promiſed under the old Feſtament, —.— 
Lak. 1. 68— by all the Prophets as the Savior of 1/rael, and 

_ --. eatneſtly expected by the people of God. 


Therefore, the — Faith which all 
3 Profeſs, 4 be thus generally ex- 
preſſes, 
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,\viz.--]z8us'0r NAaZARETH. 1$ THE t Joh. 5. 1; 
Canisr, Tur Son or Taz; Living Gans | 
who. came into the world to.ſave finners, and was Matt. 16. 16. 
delivered up to; be crucified for na and Rom. 4. 25, 


raiſed again for aur juftification., gh 2: 
Jeſus is the | 


Tux character of the Cris i is given to | Jeſus, Chrif. 


becauſe he is erninentlyGod's anointed, ſuſtain- Plal. 89.19 | 


ing thoſe three high offices of a eg, 204 37. 
and King, to which men were e N 
ſervice of the church and king 17 2 
der the old Teſtament, 105 the 125 n G J 
Chriſt all theſe offices are now united and he 

forms evety thing implied in them, for the 
Fest of his church under the new cov 
Being the. Sen of Ged, as well as the Son of man, 1s. 51. 1. 
and having Es anointed of G with the haly aa. 10. 1. 
Ghoſt, an power, Jeſus Chriſt is perfectly F. +. . 
qualified for, = ata diſcharge of Fl t N 1. 199 
offices, and without the leaſt tailure. accom; 20. 
pliſheth every; thing belonging o them,  acr 
cording to his Father's Will : ſo that the ople Joh. 8. 29. 
of God. committed to his care, may epend 
wholly on him for wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſancti- Cor. 1. 30, 
fication, and redemption, and obtain all the 
bleſſings of grace and glory by him, ag the Eph. 1. 3. 
only Mediator betwixt God and man, and the 1 Tim. 2.36. 
complete bee of all that croſt ia 


lin. n * e * — 


is TLE „14 100 


x | ofas Is de 
Arnongn we cannot form aue Ideas Jeſs of Got: 


of the full import of this diſtinguiſhing ch 
rater of Tee Cha, that He is tbe Son - 

God, for no man knoweth the Son, but the _ 
Father; yet God hath declared. him to be bis © 
den by repeated teſtimonies from heaven, and Matt. 3. 17; 
that in ſuch. à peculiar ſenſe, as implies the 5: 
neareſt relation to, and molt intimate union 


with the Felber. No other Ben wet 


't m 1 


„men or W tan thi slr of Go 
„ Lame em manner : for to Which of 

LY 2. 7. angels oh. TD — any time, thou art my Son 
He. 15 this day hv ? bigotten thee 7 He is the onh 
Job, 7 z. , 28. 113 Son, which is in the Boſom of \ the 
Feather, who hath made known Wh God whom 
50 man bath ſeen, at any time, or "can ſee, ov 


0 Cnnisr h; called the Son of God, on account 
Lak, 1. 30— of his miraculous conception by _= power of 
35. The Holy Ghoſt; in the Vi i da 's' womb; 
Rom. 1, 4. 309 al Nevoys God raiſed din! from the 
1 d Weg and exalted him to his throne in the 
i 5 Fſdbe hedvets.”- But theſe were only 
gs 1 bit declarations of his filial relation” to Gol, 
und that with 1 immediate reſpect to 

ip . 1 for or the fame honor and 
glory via the 7 ther; as' wes bn, before the 
Mark 150 6. world was, and 15 — Smet 
Col. 1.15,17. character, into the 27 is“ ſore all 
ee image the magie God $''the 

of 5 8 de 4 


a 05 


of every etetture * 210! 013 ener 


1 BAi˖ν, hor in 
1 -13 ah his Bon, Gud hath üppointetl him (Shi of 
z ne by whom alſo he made the Worlds; 
1 by whom he upholds and governs: ufl 
Mot 44; 2. k I Noe man kübweth the Ether, ſave 
the Sön, and Re te whoſoever the Son wit 
2 10. 30— reveal him. The Father dwelleth in bim d 
he jo the Father. He is the Eee of of the 
"FI Peron fs % and = wa 5 ho 
— the F 1 bang ch * 
ode, ate web chalets dien, 
Ms bo and Ne — e things the Either" doth, 1 the 
i doth the Son Tkewife,” 01 32 » 


IO 200119193 bst qi yo. nok 

Aut Sor of God hah every; divine character 

berbeg +6 him in the holy ſbriptures. At 

| God manifeſts Himſelf by his word a 
L464 L | 
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all that is Ron of him, i in both edgy, = 
is known only as he declares bimſelf in ond 
bis Son. Jeſus Chriſt is named the Worn oF 
Cob: for he is that glorious Perſon by whom Rer. 19. _ 
God ſpeaks, and manifeſts. all his wiſdom and 1 Cor. 1. 2 
power 3 whoſe vdite was heard when the world | 
was made 5 who then ſpake, and it was done4 
who commanded, and it ſtood faſt. This Job. f i= 
Word was in the beginning with God, and was 
God. By him all things were made, and-with- 3. 
out him was not any thing made which was 
made. He created all things that are in hea« Col. 1. 16, 
yen, and N in earth, vilible and inviſible 3 27+ e 
whether they be rang of dominions, or | 
principalities, or powers, all things were made 
by him and for him; and he is before all 
things, and by him all things conſiſt, and are 5 
upheld... He is the true Gd; in whom all the 1 Job. 5. 20. 
characters of God are moſt expreſly revealed 

and rendered conſpicuous; to whom divine Heb. 1. 3. 
worſhip is to be puid by men and angels, ac- Rev. 5. 1, 13. 
cording to chat command — 4nd let all ibe Heb. 1. 6. 
angelt of God wor fbip bim. His name, accord- 
ing to Iſaiah's" remarkable prophecy, is, n- 1 9. 6, 7. 
der ful, Counſellor, the mighty God, the ever laſting. 
Faber, the Prince of prace © for all that is ſfuld 
of Jehova in the old Teſtament, is ſpoken of * ..: 
God 4s mad kliown through bis Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
in whom all the gloty of the Facher is re- A 
vealed; 21 . "Chrif i i the 

Son of man. 

Tur rief God was mai fifb, and dwelt Jah. 1. 14+ » 
vith men on earth, and ſo became the Soy gf Job. g. 24. 
han, and was truly man, being a partaker of Heb. 2. 14 
our 2 and blvod : and therefore bis name 18. 
is alſo called, Immanuel, God with 1. In Chriſt Matt. 1. 3. 
Jeſus Cod war mani oft in 1b. ev Fer Fra 
ene all the fl of te Codd „ Cote 2.9. 


Juvs 
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— i the I xsvs Cnts7, as Mediatorg is u Prophet uit 
— 1 Fracber ſent from God; who hath made knowyi 
; all his Father's Will to men, 1eſtifying the 
vrath of God againſt all who continue wing 
And promiſing eternal life to all who 'repent 
and believe the Goſpel He is that great 
2 * Prophet whom God promiſed to raiſe up, like 
5 0 | unto Moſes, to whom all are commanded to 
424 22, 23. hearken, He is greater than Moſes" and all 
WE the antient Prophets, for he was ſent down 
3: 3». from heaven immediately from the Father, as 
Job. 3. 31" his Son, appointed over his own houſe, and he 
23. ſpeaks with all his Father's. authority. He 
| hath delivered all the words which the Father 
| Joh. 12. 49, gave him a commandment to ſpeak, and fo 
| 50. hath completed the revelation of the mind and 
1 #5» 15> will of God to men, in the ſcriptures of the 
5 - ney Teſtament, for the eternal Nene * 
who hearken * him. 2 


= | His mine 25 a Prophet is _ by 
| Mark 14. 2. many remarkable predictions, uttered by him- 
3**3 ſelf, and by his Spirit in the Apoſtles, which 
have been already in part accompliſhed, and 
will fatther be _— — the end Def 0 
| | world. And by is word, accompanied · w 
| 2 bis holy Spirit, he is effectually inſtructing and 
| guiding all that hearken to him, in the way 
| | Aa. 3. 23. do eternal life: and all who refuſe to hear and 
| Mul obey him, will finally be deſtroyet. 


cn is our + JESUS is the great High-Pricft over the hoſe 
i High-Pricft. of God, typified by the prieſthood and ſacrifices 
4. . --- Underthe old Teſtament 3 who performs every 
- thing for his Church, in the moſt petfect man- 
ner, which was then but faintly land 
under dark ſhadows.. That he might — a 

Heb, 2. 1 merciful and faithful high Prieſt in . * 
me” Lining to God, to make reconciliation | 
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blood "with em, and 27 ae the ſame” 

temptations and ſufferings to which they are 

hated But he was holy, harmleſs, ünde- Heb. 7. 26; 
filed; {eparate- from "fingers, and needeth not „ 
daily to offet up ſacrifice, fult for his own ſins, 


and 7 for the people's; for in him was no Joh. 3. f. 
ſio, andi by ne offering he bath perfected for- T 
ever them chat are ſanctifled. As every high Heb. 10.12 
Prieſt, taken from among men, is ordained for '+ 
men in things pertaining to God, that he may Heb. 5 1. 
offer both ie and lacrifices for ſins : ſo 

Chriſt, gave himſelf | for. us, an offering, and A Eph. $+ 2» 
ſacrifice of a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour unto God, Heb. 

His Ar was offered on the croſs for us ; bis ®? ng 
for. the. xemiſſion. of ſius ; and . ” 
vg be ety perfect by his obedience unto 2613 
death; he became the author of eternal ſalva- Heb. f. 8, g. 
tion. unto ail them, that obey him. But as 1007. 1g 3 4. 
Chriſt djed, fat our fins,according to the ſcrip - 

tures, he alſo. roſe. again fot our juſtification, Rom. 4. 25, 
and hath entered into the immediate preſence 

of God in heaven as our prevailing advocate; Heb. 9. 24. 
where . 11 I make inter- 7 24 8. 
ceſſion people, that both their perſons, 

and ſervices, may be accepted of God, and, Eph. 1. 3. 

that he may obtajn all eee and heavenly 


ble | | 
ſlings for th em. TP 


Juxvs Ks zar bs that King whom God hath * a 
anointed and placed on his holy | bill of Sion, or Pat. 2. 2, 6 
on the throne, of 8 in his Church; 
into whoſe bands all 67 in heaven and Matt. 28. . 
earth is committed. od, having raiſed him Eph. 1. 20— 
from the dead, hath fer him at his own right *%. . 
hand in the heavenly places, far above all prin- 21 
n power, and might, and dominion, _ 11 
A E598 e Eee E . 


40 


KF 
this wed, bot Op ig bet which l pine 
ahd hath put al} thugs vader his feet, and 
given him to be the over all thigs to 
Dee 


Job. 18. 36, Bur his king dom is not of this world. It doth 
not conſiſt in earthly power or grandeur'; nor 
doth it any ways interfere with the polity of 
Matt. 3. 2. worldly empires or ſtates. It i of à ſpiritual 
and heavenly nature; conſiſting in that ſpiri- 

tual and divine authority which he exerciſeth/ 

over all that believe on his name, and his do- 

minion over all things for the benefit of his 
Pſa. 116. 1, people. By his word and Spirit he ſubjecta 
2. 3 their ſouls to his- government, rules in theit 
cot hearts, defends them from the power of all 
N * 1 12: enemies of their happinels, and prepares them 
2 Tim. 4 i8. for the perfect ſtate of his kingdom in Heaven, 
Mart, 18. 17, But bis kingdom hath 4 vi/fble form ofi®earth, 
20. appearing in the worſhip, order, and govern- 
ment, which he hath eſtabliſhed in his Church 

according to the commands and inſtitutions of 

the goſpel. All who profeſs faith in his name, 

AA. 2. 4i— and are formed into religious ſocſeties accord · 
47. ing to his appointment, voluntarily engaging 

to obſerve his laws and inſtitutions, for their 

mutual edification in faith, love, and holineſs, 
are his viſible Church. and Kingdom, however 
ſcattered through the world. And Chriſt, as 
upreme bead an King. 0 bis Church, hath com- 


Matt, 28. 20. mitted to writing all the effentiaf lawg, ru 
and orders of his N the Mar 

and government of his profeſſed ſubjects. 

Nor can any other doctrines or aws receive 

— 15. 9. the ſtamp of his authbrity, and become bind · 
— 210, ing upon his ſubjects, but tho . pods 

; | liſhed in his name in the ſacred, ſeriptures, 
Heb. 2. 3, 4. which have been confirmed by ſigns, and won- 

| ders, and gifts of the holy \ bur — 


1 


+ = JIT_uS aA Au a0 <a 


oa, a a D.J, 4 << - a SS po A, 


— — 2 — EO —— 


—”_”w 5 - . ©. oO uw = rw oo we ow 


— — — — —— ——— —— —-V— eo er IT g᷑— a wee. 


* 


\ 


+3 
1 


- P ] 
- — _ 


>... * 
—— — 


= . 


reer 


Fw}, 


ſtians are bound; by their acknowlegement of 

Chriſt as their only Lord and Maſter, to reje& 

all doctrines, commands, and traditions of 

men, which any ways contradict or interfere 

vith his commands and ordinances, or which Gul. ; "i 
tend to bind the n where he has left + Cue, 3. 


us free. 


' TW 
As King, JeſunChi will take eat care 2 
of his Church, which is built upon the vun + 


dation of the prophets & apoſtles, He himſelf Eph. z. * 
being the chief b 1 He will build * | 
it up. \ preſerve and defend it by his almighty 
power, in the midſt of all dangers and nin. x Mate 16. 185 
and govern my thing in the courte of pro- 
vidence, with ſpecial reterence to it's welfaie : eat 
and, notwithſtanding. the moſt diſcouragin 

appearances, he will continue it unto the 21 Matt. 45 Fe 
& the * n 


15 * ; Jeſus chu it ordained bf God 1** ow 
to be the 7 udge of the livin and tbe diad : 5 FP 
theFather ech no man, but hath commit 3 
all judgment unto the Son, that all men mi Joh. 5. 23, 237 
honor the Son even as they honor the Father. 

Of this God hath given alſutance to all men, AR. 17. 3 
in that he bath railed him from the dead. 1 
We muſt all appear before the judgment ſeat 2 Cor. 3. 16, 
of Chriſt, that every one may receive the things 11. | 


done in the body, according to that which he 


hath done, whether it be good or bad: and 
then the. Lord will brin ring to on the hidden 
things of darkneſs, make manifeſt rhe 1 Cor. 4. 5+ 
2 1 10 hearts z hor 4 15 only y Law- 
giver of his kingdom, he w W Fare | 
er jo dee. Wo. 1 
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Wa T Holy Ghoſt, into whoſe name, to. 

| i 1 gcether with thar of the Father and the 
Matt. 3. 16. Son, chtiſtians are baptized, is frequently called 
Rem. ö in the ſacred Mee hi the Spirit of God and 
14. fe 


1 
. * 
1 
. 


4: the Spirit of Chriſt ; who, as God under a f 
17 71.707 ft ſenal character, performs an important part 
* 3 in the great work of man's falvation: The 
2 Pei. 1 21, holy Spirit of God, inſpired and guided the 
We 316 ſainty yader the old Teſtament, and revealed 
17% 1.Ic= to the prophets thoſe drep things of God of 
13. 44.3. Joh. Which they ſpake, But the Spirit is mote 
7 39. Gal 3. eſpecial)y ptpmiſeg ye given ynder the new 


14 job. 18. Teſtament, as the, Teacher, Sand&tifie ad 
$15, Comforter of believers, © © 2 Ae 
* Thefſ.2.13, | n $72 1D 


Du the day of Pentegoſt the, holy Ghoſt yas 
4 2.1—4 ſent dowp, in a miraculous. manner, on the 
Apoſiles and diſciples ; enabling them to ſpeak 
+; +... | Japguages which they hal never Karnt, and 
endowing them with, other ſupernatural giſt 
ad powers for the confirmation of the Golpel, 
4p But the Spirit of Chriſt, according tp bis pro- 
Job. 16. 17, miſe, was eſpecially given to the firft preachers 
$6. -7 png en FO OY NY Re. 
e of chriſtianity, to teach them all things, to 
16, —15. bring to their remembrance all things whatſo- 
© ever Chriſt had ſaid untq.them, to guide them 
into all truth; and to convince the world of 
jn, of righigouſneſz, and of judgment. 
Bur the boeh of the Spirit was not limit- 
add to thoſe mi 
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W vi 


iraculous operations which were 
but ſenſible evidences of his inward operat- 
1 Cor. 12. 3, ons. For by one Spirit all believers are ba 

13 tized into one body ; and we are ſaved by the 
d 357: waſhing of regeneration; and the yeneying of 
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La 
the holy Ghoſt. No man can ſay, that Jeſus 
is the Lord, but by the — —— and the 
Spirit dwells in — that even their 
bodies are called the Temples of the holy 
Ghoſt, If any man have not the * bw * 9 
Chriſt, he is none of his: tor by i ſpi- 16. 
ritual knowlege is communicazed ta chriſtians 2 5 
every grace and virtue is aſcribed to his agen- ! 29-1 
1 ok is the promiſed Comforter of Chiiſt's 3%:5:23-3- 
ez and by him they are ſanRified ang 7 366 
Ee unto the day of complete nen. 22. * | 
1. 


Tur Spirit of Goc always works by and Ra 
nith the Goſpel, whenever it is eſſectual untg 1 Thell. 1. 5. 
2 z opening the underſtandings of men, pet. l. 1. 

may underſtand; the ſcriptures 3 bu 

doctrines, preee pts, and promiſes te bd 

bs word, to the various purpoſes of the | 
chriſtian life z and rendering them efficacious 
in the heart. But Chriſt now. communicates 

no new inſtructions by his Spirit, which he has 
not 3 committed to a _ ſacred 


'A R T, V. 


Of the ſecond Coming of Chriſt, bs. Refur- | 
reQion of t the dead, and eternal I udgment. e. 
y appear.” 
\HAT fame Jeſus which was taken up aa. 124. 
from us in à cloud into heaven, wi nile) 
come again in like manner as he was ſeen go- + 
ing into heaven. He is gone to prepare a 
place for his diſciples, and he hath promiſed Job.14 2, 3. 
that he will come again, and receive them un- 
to himſelf, that where he is, there they may be 
alſo. All chriſtians therefore look for him tio 
appear the ſecond time, without, the former Heb. g. 201” 
of won and ſuffering for ſin, unto 
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their etergal ſalvarion : and they are encourag. 


Tit. 1. 13. ed to expect his appearing us the manifeſtation 


of the glory of the great God and their Savior, 
and to oder ir as the bleſſed and j 
- hope which is given them by rhe-Goſpel'z for 
mer. 10. he Fil come to be glorified in his Saints, and 
The day of. to be adn in all them char believe. [$123 
ent * 
Reems 6 er heck <pjibinred a day is which M il 
| the ſetrets of men by Jeſus Chriſt 
which is calted:in- the Scriptures, the dey 
Judgment, the end of the world, the laſt day, the 
coming of our Lord Jeſus Cbrift; and the day of 


Ram 2. 86. 


e Lend. Bar at what preciſe period this gient 


ay mall arrwe is one of thoſe ſecret things 
a which belong only to God: for of that day 
42˙ 43 and hout knoweth no man, no not the angels 
in heaven; but the Father only. We are there» 
fore eommanded to watch, and be always 
ready, becauſe at ſuch an hour as we think not, 
2 Pet. 3. 3 the Son of man will come! Though the pro- 


9 miſe of his eoming ſeems ti be delayed, and 


ſcoffers may boldly deride it, becauſe all things 

ſill continue as they were from the beginning 

of the creation; yet the Lord is not ſlack con- 

cerning his promiſe, but is oy Poul pet to- 

__ __ wards us, not willing that any ſhould periſh : 
Hab. ie. 37. but that all ſhould come 46 reptinanch. He 
* "IE; As that ſhall come, will come, and will nat 1272 
folemniry of beyond the appointed time. 


— _ Cn fist wilt come in 1 of Gus of heaven; 


wich power and great glory, and every eye 
Oe * ſhall ſee him, and r alſo w ich ierced him; 
and all kindreds of ihe earth ſhall wail becauſe 


Matt. 25. 3 i, of him. He will come in the gloty of his 


ather, and all the holy angels with him; and 
being ſeated on the "throne of his 9909 — 
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will ſeparate them one from another's E ſhep- 
herd divideth his 28 the goats; and 
then, as Judge of all, unce 

tence according to this diviſion betwixt the: -* - 


righteous and the wicked, and reward my © 
man Wann e his ed. „The reſur- 


dead. 


Warn Chriſt appears to "ade: the morld, 
the dead will. be raiſed... For the Lord will — 
ſcend from heaven with a ſhout, with the voice 8. 5 
of the Archangel, and the trumpet of God: 


and all that are in the graves ſhall beer ba 16. 


voice, and ſhall come focth, they that have, ” 
done good to the reſurrection: of life, and 
they that have done evil to the reſurrection of 
damnation. The reſurrection of Chriſt is the, Cor 2 
evidence and eurneſt of the reſurrection of the: * 

dead bodies of the ſaints unto eternal life ; far: Cor, 4 14. 
Chriſt being raiſed: from the dead. is become: 
the firſt fruits of them that have fallen aſleep. 


in him. Nut we ſhall. not all die ; but — "Mpc 


* qo? in 2222 in . 
twinklin an eye, at the laſt trump ; 

the wude ſhalt ſound, and the dead ſhall A & 
be raiſed, andthe ſaints who remain alive ſhall ' | 
be changed, and caught up in the clouds, to- 

gether with thoſe who are raiſed from their: 

graves, to meet the Lord in the air, and to 

live for ever with tim.” | E Tue confla- 


tion of 
Tue greit dny"eBClridty' focecd bmg N. wad. 


will be the end of this preſent world, when the the Matt. 13. 39. 


—— paſs away with a great noiſe, and . 
the elements ſhall melt with feryent heat, the 1 Pet. 4. 7. 

earth alſs and the works that are: therein ſhialt 2 Pet. 3. 5 
de durut up. All theſe things which we bes 
hold ſhall be diſſolved. As held world was 
overwhelmed and de with a flood of 
water, fo the heavens and the earth which are 

now, 
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pow; by the word of the Lord, are kept in 
ſtore, reſerved unto fre, againſt the day of 
gment and perdition of ungodly men ka 


Jod 
2 Theſſ. 1. 7, che Lord Jeſus will be revealech from 


8.9. wich his mighty angels, in flaming re, raking 
Vengeance on them that know nat! Gods ang: 
We "obey not his goſpel ; who ſhall be puniſhed 
'"” with everlaſting deſtruction from the Preſence 
of the Boe and from the 21 of his power: 5 
. re- 

wards and,  * Ten the final everla Late of all ache 
putlihments. will be fixed, according to the deciſion of the 
Matt. 25. 55 orious Judge. He hath declared the dread - 

3716. ſentence againſt. the wicked . Denari, 34; 
Ccur ſed into everlaſting fire, prepared for the þ $4 
ns and bis angels-—: :and+ this ſentence will be 


| ö executed ; for they ſbhall go away 

into everlaſting puniſbment. ' Burito: the righs) 

teous-the King will ſay-—Come, ye bleſſed bf my) 

Father, inberit «he king 7 „ far | you 

* Nr FO EY 
The conſum- {ball be received into | * 


mation of all 

thing: Tuts will be the _ of the preſs As 

1 Cor. 1;. niſtration of Chriſt's mediatorial Kingdom. 

24—28. When he ſhall have delivered up the kingdom 
to God; even the Father; when he hall have 
put down all rule, and all authority and 


wer, and ſubdued all enemies under his 
cet, then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be ſubject 


unto the Father Who had put all things under 
bim as Mediator, that God may be a in all 


Eph . 23. And Chriſt, having preſented. bis Church 4e 
5 himſelf as à glorious bride, without ſpot ot 


wage” : ridkle oriang: ſuch vill advance it t 

25 42 tbe moſt perfect ſtate r e 
with him in heaven. . vlollib 3d fle 
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Containing che abollalic doctrine of ſalvation 

\ ob G, 
i un; N * 13057 „ . * 
eee e 
Of ie importance "of the Ns ro ai men 


as ſinners, 


See 


ABE "revelation of x Savier to mankind. 
plainly j lies, that all are under the 
hteous diſplealure of the glorious Sovereign 
7 he world, and according to che equitable 
adminiſtration of his goverament, liable to the 
puniſhment of everlaſting death, as ſioners 
and. that all muſt have periſhed in their ſins, 
if God had not ſent his only begotten Son, to 
idee m them from. death = the ſacrifice of .. 
himſelf, and purchaſe eternal life and glory 
for hol 0 receive his word. * 41 


erer 


was 255 parent 1 5 ignorance, N # ners, oy 4 
and all 1, ape 5 ; under c fer" 
where ey wer the world : both * and death. . 


14 * 


as 7 0 thei 72 confeſſion, they were | 
obe. N E 

mt that have: fined, and come ſhort e fy. 
of the glory of God there is none righteous, no 

wt one. the whole world is become guilty - 

before God, and his wrach is revealed from 
beaven againſt all ungodlineſs and unright e: x 
ouſneſs of men, who hold the truth in unrigh- . | 
teouſneſs, or ſmother the convictions of. their 


* by * Ee — 
By 


«i . a. 
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1 2 1 


Kom. 5. 12, By one man fin entered into the world, and 
r death by ſin; and ſo death hath paſſed upon 
| all men, for that all have ſinned. And'fihee 
death hath reigned over all men without 
dittinct ion, it is evident, that all mankind ftom 
the beginning are under a"/dw, according to 
which they are judged, and puniſhed wi 
death as ſinners, „ 


Repefitaice Bxroner the times of the Goſpel God ſuffer- 
_ necaſſury for ef all ations to walk in their own ways, t 

all men. the finſul ruined fate of the gporld might de 

Ad. 14. 16. made evident by univerlal experience: but 

17 30, 31 row He cothttiands all men every where to re- 

1Cor.1.20,21 ßent. The Goſpel was introduced with this 

Matt. 3. 22 general doArine—Repent ye, for the kingdom 

# 14. 14. of heaven it at hand. Chritt cathe to call 

' ſavers to repentance, and hath repeated this 

Luk. 13 3,5. ſolechn declaration Except ye repent, . ye Hall 

all periſÞ, Ne commanded his Apoſtles to 

Luk 24. 46, preach repentance, and tetnifſion of fins in his 

7 name, among all nations; and agreable to this 


2 inſtruction, they went evety where, ſhewit 
Ac 26. 20. men that they {hould repent, and turn 10 G 
| and do works meet for repertance. | 
No hope of | | | 
falvavion but Gob ſo loved the world, that he gave his only 
4 — begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on 
Joh.3.16, 17, him ſhould not periſh, but obtain everlaſting 
18, 36. life: and all things written in the new Teſta- 
Joh. 20. zt. ment, are written with this deſign, that men 

may believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt; and that, 

oor. they might have life thro* his name. 

| This is the commiſſion given to the firſt preach» 
Mark 16. 15, ets of chriſtianity by their divine maſter G0 
16, ye into all the world, and preach the goſpel 
to every creature: he that belfeveth and is bap- 

iized ſhall be ſaved ; but be that believeth not 

Hall be damned, 3:4 ' SM] VG $59 ere 
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SzerT. II. 


Juſtification obtained by Faith as oppoſed 0 | 
our own works of righteouſnels, » 


ſalvation to every one that believetb. ol faith. 

emands our belief, as a revelation from Rom.1.16,17 
heaven of the wonderful mercy of God to ſin- Hep. 2.14. 
ners through his only Son, Jeſus Chriſt, con- 

firmed by ſuch divine teſtimonies as abun- 

dantly demonſtrate it to be true. Until it is 

believed, it can have no effect: but when it 1 FTheff x, 5 : 
comes in it's full evidence to the mind, not in 6, % 10 
word only, but alſo in power, and in the holy 

Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance of the truth 


Ta goſpel is the power of God unto The naturs 


and glory of it, and is received as the word H Theta. 13. 


the living God, it will anſwer all the. grand 

purpoſes of ſuch a ſurprizing manifeſtation of 1 Joh. 49, 10, 
the love of God to men, and fave the foul of 

the believer. The goſpel is to be believed as 

good news from heaven to a world of ſinners, 2 cor. g 18. 
declaring that God is in Chriſt reconciling the 21. 

world unto himſelt, not imputing unto men 6. 1, 2. 


their treſpaſſes, and that Chriſt, by his obedi- Hep. 58. 9. 


ence and ſufferings, is become the author of 
eternal ſalvation unto all that obey him. Be- a 
heving the goſpel is of the lame general nature 
with believing any other joyful news, in which 

we are deeply intereſted, upon ſufficient * teſtimony 

and full convittion of the truth ; the only differ- 1 Job. 53 9,10. 
ence lies in this, that the teſtimony of God de- Joh g. 31-4 
mands the higheſt credit, above all human Ms: ad : 
teſtimony, and the eternal ſalvation of our 25, 26. 25 
ſouls is a matter of infinitely greater moment, , Co- 4 
and ought to ſtrike more forcibly upon the 17, 18 
mind, than any thing relating merely to the 5+ iii. 
preſent life. e that believes the goſpel un- 
frignegly,cannot treat it as 3 matter of in- 

FR 2 difference, * 
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by the effects. th 


; +4 2 * all the bleſſings of it, from ſuch a general cate- 


[ 48 


difference, but will find the word of God 
r Theff. 2.3. working effeually in bis heart, bringing into 


2Cor.10.4,5- captivity every thought to the obedience of 


Chriſt, x K 
Saving faith | . 

ditinguiſhed RBerievinc in Jeſus Chriſt is expreſſtd . in 
e ſcriptures by a variety of phraſes, as— 
Job. 17. 3. knowing him — receiving him — receiving bi 
word — coming to him — zrifting in him 


2 41. Joh 6 all which ſerve to diſtinguiſh that full and 
36, 37- Eph. effectual perſuaſion of the truth and glory of 


1 12,13. ey the Goſpel, upon which men obtain a right to 


leſs aſſent as produces none of thoſe wonder. 

TheT 2 14 ful effects peculiar to the word of ibe living 
e 13. GOD, which worketh effeftually in them thar 
believe. en | e 


Tux immediate inſeparable effect of beſiev- 

ing the goſpel, is an ack nowlegement of Chriſt 

Jetus, and acceptance of him as our only Lord 

and Savior ; intte confidence in him, for de- 
liverance from fin and the wrath to come, and 
the enjoyment of eternal life; and an hearty 
delire and reſolution to follow and obey him 

as his diſciples, When we believe and are 

- ſure, that Jeſus is tbe Chriſt, the Son of the liv» 
ing God, the divine glory of his perſon and 
character is manifeſted to the mind: this 

faith, therefore, muſt produce love to him who 
appears fo glorious ; and in the full view of 
his righteopſneſs, mercy, and exalted autho- 

' rity, we cannot but truſt our ſalvation in his 

hands, and chearfully ſubmit to his govern» 

4 ment. 5 - | 
uffification = _ 


— | We are juſtified in the ſight of God, when 
und belier- our fins are forgiven, and he Jopks 2 


gi 
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He hath ſot forth to be a propitiation, through 


yet far from righteouſneſs. . For the law di- 


tw] | 
treats us as righteous perſons, and gives 
- claim to his ſpecial favor. This juſtifics- 
tion is obtained by believing in Jeſus e for all abe 
prophets and apoſtles bear witneſs to Chriſt, AR. 10. 43. 
that, through his name, whoſoever believetn P 
in him ſhall receive remiſſion of fins. - By him AR: 13. 3 
all that believe are juſtified from all things, 39 
from which they could not be juſtified by the 
law of Moſes, or any other law. "The righte- 
ouſneſs of God by faith of Jefus Chriſt is unto Rom, 3. 21 
all and upon all them that Believe. We are 26. 
juſtified freely by the grace of Cod, through ü 7 
the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, boom . 2-4 


faith in his blood, to declare his righteoufnefs 
for the remiſſion of ſins, that he might be juf, 
and yet" the juſtifier of him which believeth-in 
Jeſus. As by one man's dijobedience many Rom. 5. 19. 
were made ſinners, ſo by the obedience of owe .. -— Tt 
ſhall many be made righteous : and being Rom. 5. 3. 
juſtified by faith, we have peace with God, 5 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and rejoice in 85 
hope of the glory of God. 2 99 

| oftificatian, 


Cnxis r is the end of the law for righteouſ- 7 =, . 
nels to every one that believeth; and they 1 | 
who go about to eſtabliſh their own righte- che law. 
ouſnels according to the /aw of righteouſneſs, Rom. 10. 3 
and through ignorance, have not ſubmitted 11. 


themſelves unto the rigbteouſneſ of God, are 


"4 


rects us to righteouſneſs in this manner ʒ, — | | 
man that doth thoſe —_ Pall live by them : 
But the righteouſneſs which is of faith ſpeaks 
in this encouraging language—that f bon 
Halt confeſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and 
ſhalt believe in thine heart that God bath raiſed 
aim from the dend, thou Halt be ſaved , for 
yith the heart man believech unto _— 


1 
ness, and with the mouth confeſſion is made 

nto ſalvation; and the ſcripture ſaith, who. 
ſever believeth on him ſhall not be aſhamed. 

Ir there had been a lat given to man which 
could have given life, verily righteouſneſs 
would have been by that law: but the ſcrip. 
ture hath concluded all under fin, that the 
promiſe by faith of Jeſus Chriſt migbt be given 


Gal. 3. 21,22, 


nao fleſh ſhall be juſtified in the ſight of God, 

Rom. 3. 20. becauſe by the law is the knowlege of fin, 

Rom.4.4—8. To him that worketh the reward is not reckon» 

ed of grace, but of dt; but to him thay 

worketh not, but believetb on him that juſti- 

ficth the ungodly, b1s faith is counted for rigb. 

teouſneſs, as Abraham's was. Thus the pro» 

miſe of the heavenly inbetitance (b ing. made 

Rom. 4. 16. to them who are heirs through the righteouſ- 

3. 27. neſs of faith) is of grace, and excludes all boaſt. 

6 23. ing; while we are led to glory only in the 

1 Cor. 1. 31. Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we receive the 
free gift of eternal life. 3 1 


22 Ver we do not, by faith, make vaid tbe law, 


void by faith, but rather eſtabliſh it. For the law is holy, 
„ Rom. 3. 1. Juſt, and good, requiring peifection of righ- 
11 7. 716. teouſneſs; and for this very reaſon we deſpair 
i x pl being juſtified by it, becauſe men cannot 
19 attain to that righteouſneſs which it requires, 
| God hath magnified his law, and made it ho- 
In. 42. 21. norahle, by appointing his own Son to be ſub- 
I Gal. 3. 13, ject to the law, and bear the curſe of it for 
us, in order to our redemption, For this rea- 
1 ſon it became him who was our Mediator, to 
4 Matt. 3. 15. fulfil all righteouſneſs ; and hereby he bath 
| Rom. 15. f. ſet us an example of all that holineſs which is 
| Heb, 12. 14. to be the conſtant aim ang purſuit of all his 
| diſciples, DEMS 2 
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5 CHRISTIANS 


_ to them that believe. By the deeds of the law 
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Cun12TIAns are not to conſider themſelves 1 Cor. g. 41. 
as without law to God 3 but as under the law to 
Chriſt. Being delivered from that condemna- Rom. 8. 1, 2, 
tion. to which they were ſubjected according 3. 
to the legal adminiſtration ot the divine go- r Ml 
yernment, they are tranſlated into the king- Coloſſ 2. 9 
dom of God's dear Son, and brought into“ 
ſubjection to the authority of his commands. 

Love ſecures their obedience; and the law Joh. 14. 8, 
an government of the Spirit of life in Chriſt 21, 23, 27 
Jeſus, makes them free from the law of fin 

and death. And being made free from the 

dominion of fin ; they become the ſervants of Rom. 6. 14. 
righteouſneſs, and have their fruit unto holi- Wie 

nels, and the end everlaſting life. 


 Trar faith which ſaves the ſoul is made — "xa 
evident by good works, and may be diſtinguiſh- faults dd 6. 
ed from every kind of faith which falls ſhort vidences of 
of the deſign of the Goſpel, by the fruits of faith. 
righteouſneſs Which it produceth. Faith Gal. 5 6. Ac. 
worketh by love, purifieth the heart, and o- 15. 9. Joh. 5. 


vercometh the world. And by works Faith Þ 5* 


is made perfecs; inaſmuch as, without them, Jam. 2. 1 
it hath not that full effect, which is neceſſary 26. | 
to prove it to be that faith to which the pro- Joh. 11. 25,26 
miles are made; but being alone, not mani- Gal. 3. 29. 
feſted by good fruits, it appears to be eſſenti- 
ally defective, and may be called 4 dead faith, 
Hereby we do know that we know him, if we 1 Joh. a. 
keep his commandments : He that faith, I ” * 
know him, and keepeth not his command- 
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him: 
but whoſo keepeth his word, in him verily is 
the love of God perfeQed. 

| | 11 


Mozzoves ; though we are now delivered (Tis gods, 
om guilt: and condemnation, and juſtified in jievers will bs 
rewarded 8 


de light of God as righteous perſons, intirely — 


RY 


„ta 6 by Luis in aſus Clog tor be noeh 
Plal.g0.6. an hearts); yet, at the laſt day, in which Godiwilh 
18 Ta make his righteouſneſs manifeſt ta mei and 
19.Kev22,12- angels, every man wilbbe:judgedi and reward. 
Mart. 25. 31, ed according to his works: The wicked will 
then be condemned, after a ſolemn trial; for 
all their ungodly deeds, and hard ff 

| = have uttered: againſt Chriſt. And 
„„ the righteous will be openly: Xt by a 
-. -* declaration of all the good works they have; 

| dane, and the love they have ſhe wed to Chriſt 

and his members. By theſe evidences of their 

&' © | faith and love, it will be made to appear that 
they are righteous as Chriſt's Faithful ſubjects, 

and worthy of his kingdom and glory: and: 

Matt. 10, 4, whoſoever hath given a cup of cold water 
4% only, even to the/leaſt of Chriſt's diſciples in 
his. — he ſhall in no wiſe loſe his re ward. 


Word and Spirit of God. 
The nature of 


renovation. I N the language of the new Teſtament; hes 
1ÞTet..1. 23. | lievers are ſaid; to be born again-—born. of 
1 Jak. 5. 1. Cod—born-of the: Spirii—begotten, according' to 


= 319. tbe oil of Ged, by the. ord. of: truth... \ They 


oh. 1.12,13. are ſpoken. of, as men who have paſed-thro* 
1-13 a kind of death; as to; their former, ſinful ſtate 
Coloſſ. 3.1— and character, and recovered: toda net life, in 
10. conformity to the death and reſurtection of 
Chriſt. They are ſaid, to have put off, as to 
the it former; converſation, be od man, which 
is. corrupt according. ta the deceitful luſts, and 
Eph, 4 21 being renewed in the ſpirit of their minds, to 
24: —— haare put on the new! man; which after God is 
of; created; in righteouſneſs and true holineſs; 
— . Hi wee eee a 


s e r. II. i | 
Believers ste renewediand- ſanGtified by the 
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hoſt Feſus.uhto_ good works.y, Sad ſo, Afs afs 
firmed £9 be ve creatures, old things having 
paſſed aSay, and all things becoine bew. Sic 
yhraſes Expfels that remarkable happy change 
made by the Goſpel, when accompanled with | 
the power, of the holy Ghoſt unzo the heft: 


Z Obe: f. in, 


in the general ſtare, tempet, and charactet of all 


who unfeignedly believe it t & change of theif L 
condition! and manner of life as wonderful, as _ | 
if they had died, and put off theit old finful Colof 2.11 
bodyz and received 4 new form and ſtate of % . 
exiſtence, * perfect and ſpifitual, from him 
who at fir . created man. Theſe Metaphors 
were moſt ferharkably juflifable when applied | 
to the converſion of the gentiles, in the be. Epb. 4. 11. 10 
ginning of the Goſpel, from theit groſs igiiv- f TheT 1. [7 
rance, idolatry, and wickedneſs, to ſerve the 195 + 
living and true God, But there is a ſimilar | 
thange made in all ſinners whe repent and be- fol. 4." 19 
{ 


lieve the Goſpel with all their hearts: They 20, 4 14 
may be ſaid with great propriety, to be turned 24 bobby 


from darkneſs to light, and from the power Joh. x. 8 

of ſatan unto God. > They are — ves og" 14 Foy 

condemnation, and obtain pardon, peace; arid Rom. 8. 1. 

the hope of eternal life, Their «ndetfardings 5: 1554 

are enlightened to judge of ſpiritual things in Ek. 4.154 
I 


11 manner : their gove*ning principles, 7 N 
its; and diſpoſitions are changed, and theit © en 


affetions taken off from earthly and ſet on i 
heavenly things! and their general courſe of FA.4 19-44 
life is, not according to the former luſts, in ; Pet. l. 10 
their ignorance, but according to the will of 15. - 
God. Once they walked after the fleſh, be- Rom. 8.29. 

ing filled with all ſenſual deſires and gratificas _ 
tions; but now they make it their greate 


care to be holy, in all manner of converſation . | 7 
as he who hath called them is holy. In al 

theſe reſpects believers are new men; and ) 
they are renewed more and. more, according — 


av „ e! 
Matt: 5. 44 to the increaſe of their knowlege and faith, 
48. and their growing conformity to the 1 
of God and their Savior in righteouſneſs and 
holineſs. 


i 


The fandif- Bur this ſame happy change made in be- 


cation of be- ſieyers, when conſidered as conſiſting more 
lever. eſpecially in their recovery from the love and 
| dominion of fin to the ſervice of God, is 'other- 
= > wiſe expreſſed, in the ſcriptures, by /antifica- 

6 11, lion. Believers ate 'fanctified in Chriſt Jeſus, 
Joh. 17. 17. by the word of truth, and by the Spirit of 
1Cor. 3. 16. 17 God, And becauſe they are conſecrated to 
Luk. 1. 74.75: God, to ſerve him in righreoufneſs and holi- 
| neſs all their days, they are called an bh 
nation, and royal prieſt bood, and in the com 
ſtyle of the apoſtles, Saints. | 


$ E c r. III. 


i p 1 


Pet. 1. 15, 16. 
2. 9, 10. 


Believers are God's elect, or choſen people, 


A S God, in antient times, choſe the ſeed 

of Abtaham to be his viſible Church, 

and gave them peculiar promiles, as à nation 

_, conſecrated to his ſervice : fo the tube body 
Epk.5,25,26, & believers is now bis Church, ſeparated from 
v  . the world by their profeſſion of faith in Chriſt, 
n They who believe the goſpel with unfeigned 
ee. faith, are the people of God in the higheſt ſenſe, 
2 Theſſ. 2. whom, from the beginning, he hath choſen to 
13, 14. ſalvation, through ſanctification of the Spirit 
Coloſſ. 3. 12. and belief of the truth. Theſe are the E 
of God, holy, and beloved, to whom all thoſe 

x Pet. 1, 2. honorable titles and privileges belong, aecord- 
Philip. 3. 3. ing to their full import, which formerly were 
appropriated, in a much lower ſenſe, to the 

Gal. 3. 8— natural feed of Abraham. Believers are the 
true ſpiritual feed of Abraham, 33 


\ 
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God, according to the real deſign of the pro: 

miſe given to that Father of believers, choſen 

to be God's people before the foundation of Eph. 1; 3 
the world. They are a choſen generation, a 14. 


royal prieſthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 1 Pet. a. 9, 100 


people, that they may ſhew forth the praiſes 

of him who hath called them qut of darkneſs 

into his marvellous light. To theſe, as diſtin- | 
guiſhed in the eye . God from the reſt of the pet 1. 14. 
world, by their faith unfeigned, exceeding 

great and precious promiſes are given; God Eph. 1. 5. 
bath granted them the adoption of children 

vato himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, fo that they are 

the ſons and daughters of the Lord almighty : 2 Cor. 6. 18? 


2 


F 


and becauſe they are ſons, God ſends forth Gal. 4. 5,6, 7. 


the Spirit of his Son into their hearts, that 

they may call upon him as their Father. They Rom. 8. 15, 
are made heirs of God, and joint heirs with 16, 17. 
Chriſt, of the heavenly inheritance. As God's Eph. 1. 3, 4 
choſen people, holy, and without blame be- 5* 

fore him in love, He hath bleſſed them with 


all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in 


* 
+. * 


. 
- 
* 
* 
* 
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Chriſt; and they are encouraged to rejoice in Phil. 4. 0 


1 Pet. 1. 


the Lord always, to be patient under all trials, , 9, 


and to wait, with the conſtant hope of falva- 
tion, until they receive the end of their faith, jam. g. 7, 8. 
the glory which ſhall be given them at the 2 Theſf. 2, 14. 
lecond appearing of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Pet, 4 12, 


13 
nene 


Believers having good hope through grace, 
muſt perſevere unto the end, 


UR Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God Believers 


Rom, 12. 12. 


even our Father, who hath loved be- — 22 


levers, and given them ſufficient grounds of tion. 
everlaſting conſolation, will comtort their heit 21G 
hearts, and eſtabliſh 1 in every good word 17, 

: 'By* and 


36 3 
Heb 13. % and work, God hath promiſed that he will 
vr. 3+ 4% pax fail chem nor forſake them, nor turn away 
” from doing them good z but will put bls fear 
in their þearts, that they mo not depart from 

bim, The Lord knoweth them that gte his} 
e Tim. 3.19. and Chriſt makes this interceſſion for bis own 
Joh 17, 14, people, = Hely Father beep, through thine own 
20% % Fame, (baſe whom thou hoſt given me, that they 
may be ang, as we are—-which is appligable ta 

. 4M 4 oy veligve on wy to ns _ of the 

1 Pet. 1,35. World. DENEYETS aſe kept, DV & wer 
OY of God, 49 faith, untg that Biden 
Which is prepared for them, and ſhall he rs; 

' vealed at the laſt gay, 1 


Aﬀuranee of Tr hellevers could have as eertaln knowlege 
— of heir ewn faith, as Chriſt hath of bis own 
$:ctainty of itbe difciples, they myſt be iarirely freed from 
falt 5 all uncertainty of their perſeverance unto erery 
| pal falvatign, But as their hope depends up- 
on cenftfeuſneſt of the Fnceriſj of their awn 
faith, it eanpar but admit of ſame remaining 
Heb.4: 4:11- fear, left they ſhould by any means came ſhort 
2 Pet. I. g Of the promiles, Therefore they are required 
iis 4 give diligence ta make their ealling and 
election firm. and ſure, aud ta work out their 
Phil,2-12,13: ſalvation with fear and trembling 1 but with 
tis encoyragement, that it Js God which 
 worketh in them bath to will and to do, of 
his good pleaſure, 

155 þaly &pi- ; i . | 
fir hears Lit: ty 1 to the carne end freng'd 
best BY * of faith, chriſtians have joy and peace in be- 
Rom or: jy, lievios: 2nd abound in hope thre? the power 
n of the holy Ghoſt, The Spirit of God thev+ 
16,4415 ing them the things of Chriſt, 8nd manifeſting 
Bom-5 5: the tiches f his leave and mercy 10 their minds, 


e 1: ® they gte comforted under all afflictipns, and 


Jeg #4 ruled une be dap of omplng rden 


#4 $$ 


* 
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Thus they have the witneſs of the Spirit, with Eh. 1 13,144 


their own conſciences, that they are the chil Rem. 51 


. dren of God, and are encouraged to rely on 16. 


him who hath begun a good work in them, pyy, 1. 6, 
that he will perform it until the day of Chriſt, 
They go on patiently and conſtantly in well Rom. 2. 7: 
doing, being perſuaded that God is able to 1,4 
keep them from falling, and to preſent them | 
faultleſs before the preſence of his glory, with 2 Tim. 4.18, 
exceeding joy, and that he will preſerve them 
to his heavenly kingdom. 
of | | Perſeverance 
Bur perſeverance muſt not only be conſi- is a mark of 
dered as matter of encouragement and promiſe, — o difh 
but alſo as one mark of Chriſt's diſciples, ne- 2 
cęſſary to complete the evidence of our faith. bn 
For if we continue in Chriſt's word then are we Mar. 4. 223 
his diſciples indeed. He that enduretb unto the Heb. 6. 10, 
end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved. We muſt nor 2 
he weary in well doing, for in the end we ſhall 6 Þ. 
reap, if we faint not. They who believe only Mare. 13. 18; 
for a while, and in time of temptation fall a- —23. 


way, never received the good ſeed of the 


word, deeply, and effectually, into good and 
honeſt hearts. We are made partakers of Heb. 3. 6, 14% 
Chriſt, and all the bleſſings of his houſe, if we 
retain our firſt profeſſion of faith and confi- 
dence in him, and the joy which we have in 


the hope of eternal life, firmly and ſtedfaſtly 


unto the end. They who having eſcaped the 

— of the world, through the know- pet. 3. 26; 
ege of the only Lord and Savior Jeſus Chriſt, 21, 22. 

are again entangled in them and overcome, yg, 6, 4.— 
make it evident that their filthy ſenſual incli- 12. | 


nations were never effectually changed; and . 10:23—39 


their latter end is worſe than the beginning. 
Therefore chriſtians muſt go on diligently in 
every good work, ſhewing their love to the 
ham of Chrilt by e 933 of Kone ee 
: | ants 


L 38. 


ſaints, and the practice of all holineſs, * 
ter they have done the will of God, they m 

receive the promiſe of eternal life. The j 

| ___ ſhall live by faich; but if any man draw back, 
0 9. 24, God lays, My ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in bim. 
—27. We muſt ſo run the chriſtian race, and finiſh- 
it, that we may at laſt obtain the crown of 


glory. 


S$3CcT, V. 


Believers are imbodied into a viſible Church, 
Admiſſion in- by Baptiim and the Lord's ſupper. 2 
to the church | 
by Baptiſm. HRIST requires all his diſciples to be 
Matt. 29. 19. baptized into the name of the Father, 
AR. 2. 38, Son, and holy Ghoſt. By this ordinance men 
39 #1, 42 become members of the viſible church, and 
| 10. 47, 48. are united with the whole body of Chriſt's 
Gal. 3.26,— people. They are marked 2 diſtinguiſbed 
29- from the world, as belonging to the family and 
1 Theſſ. a. 15. kingdom of God, — he hath called to be 
Eph. 2. 19— partakers of his promiſe in Chrift, by the 
Goſpel. And having, by baptiſm, openly 
po 6, declared their faith in the Lord Jeſus, and re- 
Coloſl. 2. 11, ſolution to put away the fins of the fleſh and 
13. live according to the will of God, they are 
2 Pet. 3. 21. under peculiar obligations to walk worthy of 
4-1, 22 the vocation wherewith they are called, bad 
to have the anſwer of a good conſcience to- 
Matt. 22.1— wards God; remembring, chat _ are called, 


14- but few are choſen, 
All believers « ; 
| ought to ALL who have been bevel are to aſſoci- 


ons to the ate & aſſemble themſelves in diſtinct ſocieties, 
0's fup- 25 may be moſt convenient, for the worſhip of 


. 42. God, and to have elders and other evangelical 
4- 32. Officers appointed over them, that they may 


5-12 maintain chriſtian fellowſhip in all che inſtitu- 


Heb. 10. 2c, 
Act. 14 — \ tions 


1 99 3 
tions of the goſpel, and be edified by the word 
of God and united prayers and praiſes. lin 
ſuch chtiſtian aſſemblies, or churches, the in- 
ſtitution of the Lord's ſupper is eſpecially to be — 
obſerved, according to his appointment, by Matt. 26. afl, 
frequent eating of the bread and drinking of — 28. 
the cup of the Lord, in remembrance of him 1 Cor. 11. 
- whoſe body was broken for us on the erols, and 3 
whole blood was ſhed for the remiſſion of ſins. 
All who are capable of knowing the deſign 
of this ordinance, and diſcerning the Lord's 
body, and who upon examination of them- 
ſelves have reaſon to hope that they believe 
and obey the Goſpel from the heart, are indiſ- 
penſibly bound to have communion with 
Chriſt and his Church in the bread and wine of 
bis table; becauie by this they ſhew and open- 
ly exhibit the Lord's death, and the Church 
is commanded to continue thus to exhibit his 
crucifixion until his ſecond coming. By eat- 
ing and drinking together at his table we ap- 
peur to be Chriſt's diſciples, brethren of the ſame 
family, and members of the ſame body; and we 
have fellowſhip with him, and with one ano- 
ther. The cup of bleſſing which we bleſs is | : 
the communion of the blood of Chriſt ; the ! Cor, 10, 16. 
bread which we break is the communion of | 
the body of Chriſt : for though we are many, 
we are' one bread and one body, being par- 
takers of that one bread. | * 


8 ZE © T. VI. | 
The Church to be made perfect in heaven. 
As admiſſion into the viſible Church, or Imperfect 
{A exclofion from it depends upon the bez 
judgment of med, ho cannot, by any metbol 
of judging, infallibly diſtinguiſh a" | 
62403 critical od 


ful. 

vritical and ſineere profeſſors; except by .the 

AA. $. 13.— tenor of their canverſation and behavior, it is 
24. unavoidable that there will be many who are 
members of the church on earth, whom Chriſt 

Matt. 7. 21, will hereafter deny, and exclude from his 
=D 337g Kingdom in heaven. Therefore the , viſible 
an? Church is like a field of Wheat with ſome mix- 
ture of, tares; or a net which incloſeth a mul- 
titude of fiſhes, both good and bad, which will 
be ſeparated. at the end of the world. There 
never hath been, from the beginning of the 
Goſpel, nor ever will be any numerous church 
Matt, 18. rc, in this world intirely made u of ſuch as be. 
n 5” lieve unte the ſaving of the ſoul. Nevertheleſs, 
1 Cor. 5th all proper caution. ought to be uſed, in the 
chapter. way ay pre diſcipline which Chriſt hath ap- 
Heb. 12. 15, pointed, that groſs corruptions may be pre- 
: vented or purged out. The Church muſt 
eendeavor to judge of every man's profeſſion 
N 15-5» by the rules of the goſpe}, and admit or tetain 
7. none but ſuch as they may hope Chriſt te- 
ceives, that ſo all the members may have chri- 

ſtian love one towards another, Wia 


— pq Bur the Lord feſus hath reſerved to bin. 
— ge his ſelf the final decifive trial of the viſible ſubjects 
Church. of his kingdom; and at his ſecond coming 
1 Cor. 4- 3. he will make a perfect ſeparation of the tares 


+53* aid the chaff from the wheat, gocher out 
Matt. 13. 37, his kingdom all things which o tend, and ſ 
80. ver the wicked from among the juſt, and ca 


them into a furnace of fire, where ſhall be 

wailing and gnaſhing of teeih. But the whole 

body of true believers, collected together, will 

be preſented to himſelf as a glorious Church, 

2 hr 5: 27. perfectly holy and without blemiſh, not hav- 
8 ing ſpot or wrinkle or any ſuch thing. Then 
| the Church will have all og! voy ana aſcribed 

15. 35, 10. de it in many prophecies of the ſacred ſcrip- 
ko. 182222: deres, 
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ttifes, and be admltted into the heavenly 

world, to enjoy. the inconceivable gloty and 
felicity which God hath prepared for them 1 Cor. 2. 9 
that love him. Thus that kingdom of hea- 

ven, which begins on earth, will be completed Rev. chapters 
inthe glorious world above, in that new Jeru- 21. and 45, 
falem, into which there ſhall in no wiſe enter 

any. thing that defileth, neither whatſoever 


worketh abomination, or maketh a lie; but 
they which are written in the Lamb's book 


of life. : 
| ; Pakt tt = | 
Containing the * ipal Heads of evangelical 

8 1. l. 


The general laws of Chriſt's kingdom. 


Bediefice to the commands of our Lord 
Jeſus being the proper fruit and evi- 

dence of our faith, we opght always to keep 2 Pet. 1. 1 
in mind thoſe important duties to which we 15. * 
are bound by our profeſſion. It may there- 
fore be profitable to collect together, into one . 
general view, the principal rules of chriſtian 
practice which we find interſperſed very 
where in the new Teſtament. 


Cari, 4s a King, gorerns bis people by 1 Gor, þ 31. 
wiſe and excellent laws, and * them in 2 Tim. 5. 16, 
all righteouſneſs agreable to the will of God, . 4. 
that they may be made meet to be par- Col. oe 8 
takers of the inheritance of the ſaints in light, Col. 1. 12. 
and be counted ' worthy of the kingdom of: The. 14 

Cod, | | | Thefl, 1:4, 
eee Laſer; Tas | 


 rerable rule hich was afterward publiſhed from Sinai i 


neſs. 
> 
. 


ce mount. 


5 (1) 
The Liw is Tur whole law of God, which was orig 
a perſect un- nally imprinted on the conſcience of man, and 


of righteou- the ten commands of the two tables with di. 
vine majeſty and ſoiemnity, forever remains 
Rom. 7. 12. holy, and juſt, and good, and muſt be regard- 
ed as the unalterable rule and meaſure of our 
obedience to our Father in heaven. For je- 
Matt. 5. 15 ſus Chriſt came not to abrogate and de 

20. the law, but to fulfil it: and he hath declared, 
that whoſoever ſhall break one of the leaſt of theſe 
commands, and teach men ſo, be ſhall be called 
ihe leaſt in the kingdom of heaven ; but whoſe- 
ever ſhall do and teach them, be ſhall be called 
- great in the kingdom of heaven, By all the laws 
of God as contained in the holy ſcriptures, 

chriſtians are taught what is that good, and 
x Joh. 3. 22. acceptable, and perfect will of God, and what 
obedience will be pleaſing to him thro? Jeſus 
Chriſt, According to theſe laws believers are 

Heb. 12. r4- to follow after holineſs, and ſerve God, not 
Roms. r3--15 with the ſpirit of fear as if they were ſtill un- 
2 Tim. 1. 7. der the curſe of the firſt covenant, but with 
Jam. 1. 25. the ſpirit of love and liberty, as the adopted 
Pfal. 110. 3 children of God, and willing ſubjects of the 
ls. Redeemer's kingdom, that they may be per- 
at. 5. 48. fect even as their Father which is in heaven 

is perfect. 0 a 


Chriſt's L Ou Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his ſermon an 
— in the mount, hath given us an authentic expo- 
Sermon on ſition of the precepts of the decalogue, accord - 

ing to their true ſpirit and extent; and thus 

hath taught his diſciples to carry holineſs to 

the utmoſt perfection. In delivering this ad- 
mirable ſermon on a mountain, our Lord may 

be conſidered; as the antitype of Moſes the 

reat lawgiver of Iſrae] : for having underts- 

7 th our redemption, and appearing as the 
captain 


n 
» 
. 
8 
0 
£ 
J 
E 
* 
e 
n 


43 3 9 


captain of our ſalvation to lead bis people 
the promiſed inheritance in heaven, Chiiſt thus 
folemaly promylgated bis laws, by which all 
whom he takes under his care are to be go- _ _ „ 
yerned. In this view. his words demand the © 
peculiar attention of all who truſt in him for 
complete ſalvation, that they may build their Matt. 7. 24 
hope firmly on him, and not on a deceitful 29. 

ſandy foundation. 3 


As all the commands of the moral law are 2 
ſum'd up in theſe two great and general pre- 9 
cepts, —T hou ſhalt love rhe Lord thy God with Matt. 22. 37 - 
all thine heart—and Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour ** : 

as thy ſeif— ; fo all the peculiar precepts of 

the goſpel may be comprehended in Jove 4 1 Joh. 4-7-5 
Cbriſt and our chriſtian brethren. _ 


| By love to Chriſt we are led to obey all his Love to 
commands, and are accepted as without blame 1 | 
before God. We are bound by grautude to PP fr + | 
love him much, becauſe much is torgiven us, | 
If any man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt he Luk. 7. 41— 
lies under the heavieſt curſe, and will be ſhut out 4M ai. 
from the kingdom of heaven at Chriſt's ſecond 
appearing, But they that love him have the 
promiſe of the Father's love, and the ſure hope Job. 14. 22, 
of living and reigning with Chriſt forever: 3. 
for if, when we were enemies, we were.recon- z: 
ciled to God by the death of his Son; much Nom. f. 10. 
more, being reconciled, 'we ſhall be ſaved by 

' 3 -_ p | The law of 
3 | love to the 


Bux if any man love God, he muſt love his brethren. 
brother alſo : for he that lovech not kis bro- 1 Joh. 4. 20. 
ther, whom he . hath ſeen, how can he love 7": 

God whom he hath not ſeen ? Chriſt hath Job. 13. 3 
delivered this as a new commandment, not 355 
knowa or fully underſtood, —That his diſciples 


""T W 7 

mut love one another, as be hath loved tbem 

And therefore this is made one diſtinguiſhin 

mark whereby we may know that we have 

1 Joh. 3. 14. paſſed from death unto life, viz. if we love the 
' grathrey. This command is peculiarly: adap- 

ted to that new eſtabliſnment ot the kingdom 

pt God which took place by the goſpel ; by 

which the church was enlarged, and ſeparated 

from the world, not by any national limits, or 

carnal diſtinctions, but by the profeſſion of his 

name, and the union of his diſciples in the 

ſame faith, obedience, and hope of eternal life 

through him, All believers were to appear 
Job. 15.18, 1g openly on the fide of Chtiſt in oppoſition. to 
Fail. 1. 27. Ilie world, and ſtand firm in one body as ſub- 
jects of his kingdom, voluntarily epgaged 10 

maintain their profeſſion and defend his cauſe, 

Yet they were ta belong to different nations, 

and be divided from one another by the ſame 
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men. It was therefore peculiarly yr 


* + + 5 Chriſt the Captain of oyr ſalvation, and having 
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6 
diſtinguiſh the mſelves as his diſciples and a | 
church erected ta his honor, But vnleſs they | 
love one another, and that peculiarly as dil- | 
ciples of the iame great Lord and Maſter, ö 

Seer. 3. 3. they will eaſily be divided by different worldly 6 

views, crumble into fact ions, drop the com: | 
mon caule of Chriſt, and zurn their weapons | 


1 


1 48 J 

xgainft one another. From all theſe conſides? 
rations It appears that the command of Lovs 4 
10 the Brethren is one of the fundamental laws 

of Chriſt's kingdom, abſolurely neceſſary for 

the continuance of his church, and cpo 

of kis intereſt in the world. 


ET benevolence toward all mankind is alſo Univerſal bes 
ne volence. 


included among the laws of Chriſt's kingdom. 

For by a very ſtriking parable our Lord hath 

ſhewed us, that every man who preſents him- Lak. 10.29 
ſelf before us as an object of compaſſion and 37. 
kindneſs, though the greateſt ſtranger, is to 

be conſidered as, our neighbour. He hath 
confirmed that great and general law. Thou 

ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy ſelf; and 
commanded us, as we have opportunity, to do 

good unto all men, but eſpecially to the houl- Gal. 6. 10g 
hold of faith, 


'THEREFOR = in. general, believers are | The general 
bound, by their profeſſion, conſcienciouſly to 1 
comply with all the duties which flow from 
love to God and our Savior, to their chriſtian 
brethren, and to all mankind. They muſt 
exerciſe themſelves unto all godlineſs and vir- 1 Tim. 4. 7. 
tue, faithfully ſerving Chriſt, as his diſciples, Col. z. 24: 
by doing whatſoever he hath commanded ; 
and muſt be diligent in every good work that Joh. 15. 14. 
they may be accepted of him at his appearing. 2 Pet. 3. 14. 
The mercy of God, which hath been ſo won- Tit. 1.11—14. 
derfully manifeſted to all men by the goſpel, 
teacheth us, that denying ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righte- . 
ouſly, and godly in this preſent world, in the 
Joyful expectation of the glorious | appearing | 
of the great God and our Savior Jeſus Chriſt. 

Chriſtians are required to follow after holineſs, Heb, 12, 4 , 
Fithour which no man ſhall lad the Lord; to 
a 
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x Theſſ5.22; abſtain from all appearance of evil; and. tg 
Rom. 12. 9. cleave to that which is good; to be blamele 
Phil. 2. 15. and harmleſs, as the ſons of God without IC» 
buke, ſhining as lights in the world; to have 

—_ 8.9. 10. the ſame ming, temper, and ſpirit which waz 
1 Pet. 2 21. in Chriſt, and carefully to follow his example 
8 of obedience, meekneſs, and patience under 

| fufferings. ' In a word, chriftians are to aim 
Eph. 5. 9.15. at the utmoſt degrees of wiſdom, goodneſs, 


righteouſneſs, and truth, defiring to be per- 


fect, even as our Father in heaven is perfect, 
82 c 7. II. 
Of the Duties we owe to God. 


\ E are taught, both by the law of nas 
VV ture and the clearer light of revelation, 
to pay all worſhip and honor to that Being 
whom we acknowlege as God. All people 
will walk every one in the name of his God, 
and we ought to walk in the name of the 
Lord our God for ever and ever. | 


The great Tue firſt and great command of the Law 
Guty of love ig. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all 
to Got. phy beart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy ftrength— ; and this te- 
mains ſtill che perfect rule and meaſure of our 
love to God, as he hath manifeſted himſelf to 
us in Jeſus Chriſt. We muſt ſer no bounds 
to that love which we expreſs towards God in 
Chriſt ; but labor that it may be more and 
more perfected. | | | 

The general | 


_ _ Cnaisriaus ought always to ſanctify the 
— Lord of Hoſts. in their hearts, and make him 
16 8133 their fear and their dread, remembring the 
Paal. go. 11. Power of his anger, and that his wrath. is equal 
Luk. 12. 5. W-all'gur fears, for he is able to deltioy er 


* 


for every mercy. - 
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foul and bödy in hell. But th 


to acknowlege their dependence upon him 
for all things relating to life and happineſs ; 


to take notice of his hand in all the diſpenſa- 


tions of his providence; to call upon him for 
every thing they want; to give thanks for 
all his mercies; to truſt in him at all times ; 
and to derive all their hope and comfort from 


him, eſteeming his favor as their life, and ex- 


pecting fulneſs of joy and felicity in his pre- 


lence, 


Moa r particularly, — is a primary The duty of 
and moſt important duty of religion, plainly Ter. 


taught by the light of nature, inforced by the 
example of all the ſaints from the beginning 
of the world, and moſt expreſly commanded 
and urged in the ſcriptures of the new Teſta- 
ment. That his diſciples might have a gene- 
ral direction how to pray for things agreable 
to the will of God, Chriſt hath given them 
that ſhort comprehenſive form, commonly 


called ihe Lord's Prayer: and by a very natu- Luk,18.1—g 


ral parable, he hath encouraged them to pray 
with unwearied immportunity, in confidence 
that God will grant all their deſires of every 
good thing, however he may ſeem for a while 
to delay his gracious anſwers. - The firſt chri- 
ſtians abundantly exerciſed themſelves in this 
important daty of godlineſs : and we have 


ate enieou< © 
raged at the ſame time to hope in his mercy, Pſal. 33. 18. 
and rejoice: greatly in the Lord becauſe he is Phi. 4. 4. 


the God of their ſalvation. It is their duty II. bt, 10. 


repeated exhortations in the new Teſtament,, The g. 252 
to pray always, with all manner of prayer and Eph. 6. 18. 


known our requeſts to God, caſting all our 


burdens upon him, and giving thanks to him 


Bil. 4 6. 


| 
\ 
ſupplication 3 and in every thing to make Nom. 12: 124 | 
| 
| 
| 


f 


t 481 


r --Ova Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf hath: vefy 
particularly inſtructed his diſciples/in the duty 

Katt 6 10. of ſecret prayer, ditecting them to avoid oſten- 
t ta⸗tion ia their own particular devotion, and 

_ commanding every ane to enter into his cloſer 

and pray in ſecret to his Father in heaven, 

with aſſurance that he who ſeeth in fecret-will 

hear, and give an open reward. Of this pre: 

cept our Lord hath given us an example, by 

retiting eder to private Places alone for 

- 9 "1" 71 Bang 
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Social pray» · Be LIEVERS are alſo jointly to offer up pray- 
er. ers and praiſes to God, in ſmaller of Jar 
ſocieties, as they have opportunity. Chil 
; hath encouraged them to this-by a ſpecial pro- 
Matt. 48. 19, mile, that where bo ſhall agree on earth ar 
_ touching any thing they ſhall aſk, it ſhall be dane 
for them of his 2 which 13 in bea ven; and 
that where two vr three are gathered together i in 
his name, there be is in the midſt of them. Upon 
wo this encouragement, which hath the force of a 
£4 precept, both the public worſhip of the 
Fit church, and all other ſocial worſhip may be 
| clearly proved to be the duty of chriſtians. | 


— 


Fathily pray- . From the general commands to pray with- 
'&. - out ceaſing, both for ourſelves and others, the 
particular encouragement which two or three 
have to join in the ſame requeſts, & the united 
intereſts of a chriſtian family, together with 
the examples of frequent ſocial prayer record- 
5,0 | ed in the ſcriptures, and other obvious conſi- 
. -.  -- , derations, we may clearly argue the pro- 
| 
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priety and neceſlity of daily devotions in 

every family, So that the families which 
call not upon God; ate ſo fat like heathen 
2 and have reaſon to fear the n of 


* 70d, * * "EY . 

Bur 
" # * 1 
4 4% A 


t 6 1 OY 
- Bur christ, as embodied into 4 Ghetch! ofthe churc 
ire more eſpecially required to meet rogethet Ad 11. 46. 

in diſtin& ſocie ties, that they may unite in 4%, 
prayers, and praiſes, in hearing the word of 
od, and the admlniſtratioh of all divine or- 
dinances, and in every part of. religious fel | 
low hip. And to neglect public worſhip un- 
hecefſatily and catcleſly, is to caſt contempt 40 is, * 
bpon Chriſt; by lighting the moſt eſſential 
older of his church, . l 


As undet the old Teſtament we find prayer barg 

and faſting joined together on extraordinary | 
caſions z ſo dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath not 

for bidden; but encoutaged, and recommended Mate. & 

this duty to his diſciples ;, commanding them * 

hot to do it merely by an outward hypocritical r at 

affectation of ſadneſs and humility; but rather 

by that more in ward and ſectet humiliation of 

te ſoul, which God only can ſee: Faſting 

may be ſometimes very proper atid advan- F 

tageous, both in order to ſubdue our bodily | Con . 1 

appetites and gain the government of them; 

and that our fouls tiay be more intirely in- ; 

gaged in extraordinary devotions, and become 

more ſolemn and earneſt in confeſſion. of fins 

and ſupplications for ſpecial mercies, But 

fince our Lord hath not. given us any directi- 

on to make, this a part of conſtint worſhip, 

wiſdom and prudence muſt guide chriſtians 

in this. branch of devotion, and ic ſhould be 

our care that it may always aſliſt, and not hin- Colofft 3. . 

der us, in religious exerciſes, and that we be 


hot e into hypocriſy or ſuperſtition. 


It is the duty of chriſtiatis to aſſemble The obſerts- 
themſelves ſtatedly every firſt day of the . — 4 — 


heels, for the worſhi ip of God, according to aq 20 -. 


the 1.Cer. 16. 3: 
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the practice of the Church under the imme. 
diate direction of the Apoſtles. For aſſobn ag 
God had finiſhed the werk of creation, he 


Sen. 2. 2, 3. bleſſed the ſeventh day of the week, thereby 


Exod. 16. 23 ſanctifying and appropriating it to His own 
—30. honor and the benefit of the ſouls of men, 
Mark 2 27: This original law of the Sabbath hee as 
* inſerted among the moral precepts of the two 
| hy wy Fables delivered to Moſes and from time to 
time very particvlarhy and folemnly inforced 
IIa. 58. 13, 14. under the old Teſtament. And after the re. 
ſurrection of our Lord Jeſus, his diſciples, with 
Ad 26. 7. one confent, inſtead of the feventh, oblerved 
1 Cor. 16. 2. the firſt day of the week to the honor of the 
5 Redeemer, and gave it the name of the Lord's 
Ker. f. 20. day, peculiarly de voting it to the ſame grear 
| purpoſes of religion for which the Sabbath 
was originally inſtituted, and holding their con- 
ſtant affemblies'on that day: which practice 
hath been continued ji the Church ever ſince. 

Therefore we have full warrant for keepin 


Mark 2. 28. the firſt day of the week as the chriſtian Sab- 


Gal. 4. 3.4.5. bath; which we are to obſerve, not with that 
Coloff. 2 16. diſcouraging rigor of the antient ceremonial 
law, but as a day of religious reft from world- 
Act. 13 27,44 ly labors and pleaſures, ſet apart for the wor- 
ſhip of God and our ſpiritual advantage, that 
Heb. 4.9, we may remember and be prepared for the 
everlaſting reſt of heaven. On this day not 
only the public exerciſes of the Church are to 
be attended, but likewiſe all ſuch private du- 
Ad. 10. 2. ties of religion in chriſtian families as are pro- 
per to increaſe our knowlege of God, and love 
and obedience to Chriſt ; that all, in eve 
Gen. 18. 19. houſe, may be acquainted with the Goſpel of 
Joh. 24. 15. ſalvation, and be inſtructed in every part of 
true religion, | | O83 F.:! 
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that no fin may have dominion over them. 
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HEY who have the hope of ſalvation by Mort fication 

q 6 Jeſus Chriſt, and the honorable prirl. —— and 
lege of being called the {ons of God, muſt PE 
purify themielves, even as he is pure; they Job. 3. 30 
are encouraged by all the precious promiles 
of the Goſpel to deanſe themſelves from all 2 Cor. 7, 2, 
filthineſs both of flcſh and ſpirit, and carry 
holineſs to perfection in the fear of the Lord, q 
Jt muſt be their conſtant labor to keep the 1 Cor. 9. 27. 
body in ſubjection, mortify the deeds of it, Rom. 8. 10, 
and yield all their members as inſtruments of 77+ . 
righteouſneſs unto God, They are called tro 

reſent their bodies a Hving ſacrifice, holy, Rom. 12. 1, 
acceptable to God, ſerving him with every | 
power of the whole man, ay reaſonable crea- 
tures. The ſpiritual mind being formed 15 
them, they mult maintain a continual oppoſi- Gal. 5. 16,19; 
tion to the luſts which war in their members, 2 Pet. 2. 11. 


They are required to watch againſt the very Rom. 6. 33. 
firſt principles and motions of fin in the heart, * 
and to refift and ſubdue the evil paſſions and 

aſſections of the mind, ſuch as pride, wrath, Col. 3. 5—8; 
hatred, envy, a revengeful temper, inordinate J "+ ts 
love of the world, impure defires, and the jam. 4. 5. 6. 
like. And having crucified the fleſh with the Rom. az. 195 
affections and luſts, they are carefully io ſhun —21. 

all thoſe works of the fzſh which are enume- ; J 2 1 yu at 
rated ia ſeveral paſſages of the ſacred writings, \,, 
as (ins which expole men to the wrath of God, Gal.5-19--26 
and will exclude them from the kingdom of ER. 3—7- 
heaven. 2 Cor. 6. 9.10. 


On the contrary, we are bound, by our Improvement 


; ' in the gtacet 
holy profeſfion, to cultwate all thoſe RIACES of the Voiri 
G.s winch | 
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which are the genuine fruits of the Spirit, vlg. 
gal 5 22,23. love, joy, prace, long- ſuffeting, gentleneſs, 
Jam. 3 17.148. goodnels, tajthfulngſs, meckgeſs, temperance, 
01.3 —13 and ta clathe ourſeclves with humility, and in 
I bet. 5 5-- our whole temper and converſation confidey 
;. Jeſus Chrilt as our perfect pattern gf every 
; thing amiable and pleaſing to God. | 
gecency of CHRISTIANS are.cammanded to walk cir 
tendutt. cumſpectly, nat as fools but as wiſe men, an 
PPM S-15= ta follow after every thing lovely and of good 
ba. 4 & Teport, They are to behave themſelves with 
Col. 4. 3. ſuch wiſdom at all times, that they who are 
Jn 3-13- not of the Church may have no advantage of 

om. 16 19. ſpeaking evil of them, but may be aſhame 

bet. 3 15449. when they accyle their good converſation in 
Rem. 3. 12 Chrifl. Being children of the day, inlighten, 
Tit ed;ia the knowlege of every thing excellent 
and acceptable td God, chriſtiavs ought to 
walk in à decent and hanorgble manner; not 
in rioting and drunkenneſs, not ip private in- 
trigues and wantonneſs, not in ſtrife and en, 
vying, but as thoſe who have put on the Lord 
Jeſus Cheitt, and defire in all things to keep 
Beb 3. 18. a good conleiepce, But the particular rules 
oda wile conduct are qore eſpecially contain: 
- cd in the inſpired book ot Proverbs, in which 
Chriſt ſpeaks to his people by Solomon yndex 

the character of Wiſdo , 


Wagvl: As we are expoſed ta varlous temptations, 
. and in danger gf being drawn away from the 
"#59: faith and obedience of Chriſt by our own luſts, 
a Pe. eu by the wiles of the gevi}, by the vanities of the 
Heb ' 13, World, aud the deechtfulnels of fin z it is ney 
NY AY ov ec ſſary that chriſtians ſhavld always be watch: 
ph. 6: le- i ftanding upon thelr guard as good ſoldi, 
3: ers of Jeſus Chriſh, quick to ſpy, add armed 


' oppoſe every ene on Whatever fide they 
J oppoſe every cc ag — 


* 


jou like men, be 


. 

may be aſſaulted, and ready to every part of 
duty. Chriſt therefore commands his diſciples 
to watch and Pray: leſt they enter into temp- Matt. 26. 4: 
tation, being ſen ible of the weakneſs of the Mark 1 3. 35. 
fleſh ; and this is always a ſcaſonable exhor; 
tation, —Watch 2 Aand Lag in tbe. fall, ad I Cor. 16, 8 135 


f 


Mort particylarly ; chriſtians are e Cbaſtity. 
againſt fornication, and all the luſts of unclean- 1 Cor. 6. 15 
neſs, as ſins which defile both the body and —2 _. 
the ſou], and are moſt directly e o „ 
. holy character. | 


Ir is a very neceſſary branch of duty, and 9 — 
greatly tending to chriſtian perfection, to te- tongue 
ſtrain the tongue from evil, that we may not „am.. 3. 2—125 
offend in word. Chriſt commands his diſci- 1. 26 
ples to avoid all kinds of cuſtomary ſwearing ; Mat 5 33-37 
all curſing and bitterneſs of language; all Per. 3,9,10, 
tlamor, railing, ſlander and evil ſpeaking ; ; 1 Tim. z. 11. 
every kind of lying & deceit z fooliſn talking, Jam. 4. 11,12, 
ſcurrilous jeſting, and other ſuch fins of the Cololl. 3. 9. 
tongue. On the contrary our ſpeech ſhould EPh. 5. 4 
da ays be with grace, ornamental to our pro- Col, 4 56. 
feſſion, ſeaſoned with wiſdom and religion, as 
with ſalt, that we may know how to anſwer 
every man. We ſhould ſpeak evil of no man, 
and not be brawlers, but gentle, ſhewing all Tit. 3. 2. 
meekneſs unto all men. In a word, we muſt 
ſpeak as thoſe who expect to be judged by the 
Goſpel, which gives us only that true freedom Jam. 2. 12; . 
which conſiſts in willing ſubjection to the jau 
and government of Chriſt: remembring that 
by our words, as well as actions, we ſhall be Matt, 12.578 
Judged at the laſt day. 

." Temperance 


CHRISTIANS are required to be ſober and Cor. 9. 24,5 
temperate in all things; in the ule of 9 Thef. 5 6— 


v 4 2 ö 
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and drinks,” appatel, and all the enjoymentz 

1 Tim. 2. 9. and pleaſures of life. The natural appetites 
4. 5, are to be governed with wiſdom and reſoluti- 
on, that we may not abuſe any thing, which 

N God hath created and given us for our health 
Gal. 5. 21. and comfort, by ſinful exceſſes. Drunkenneſ; 
is ranked among the works of the fleſh, which 

- » ſhut men out from the kingdom of God: and 

Luk. 24, 34, &/utony or luxurious indulgence in eating iz 
eee equally cenſured both by ſcripture and realon, 
Rom. 14414, We are taught rather to reſtrain our liberty, 
ng even in things in themſelves lawful, than, un- 
| der the pretence of freedom, to venture too 
x'Cor. 6. 12, far on the borders of ſin, or offend the weak 
13. © conſcience of a brother. They are enemies 
to the croſs of Chriſt, who make the belly 

Phil.3.18,19. their idol, who glory in their ſhame, and, mind 
earthly things; and it is one of the marks of 

— ,, the great apoſtacy of the latter days, that men 

i Tim. 3. 4. will lovers of pleaſures, more than lovers of God, 
7 Cor. 6, 12, Though all things are lawful which were de- 
£3 ſigned for the uſe of man, yet all things ate 
not expedient, and we muſt not be brought 

under the power of any: meats. are for the 

belly, and the belly for mrats ;. bot it muſt 

be remembred that God will deſtroy both it 

and them, and it is diſhonorable to a chriſtian 

to. ſuffer his ſoul to be inſlaved to things in 

their own nature periſhing, and which muſt 

ſoon be deſtroyed, ſince he profeſſes to be 
Prodence and lecking immortahty. ig die, | 
CY As - believers muſt not be flothful in the 
this life. affairs of their ſalvation, but fervent in ſpirit, 
Rom. 12. 11, ſerving the Lord; ſo they ought to be dili- 
Epb. 4. 28. gent in the common bufineſs of life, working 
2 in ſome honeſt calling, that they may not only 
rovide for eb and thoſe of their owg. 

Gs bot allo have ſomething to give to os 

: that 


\ 


„ 

that needeth. Ty are cenſured by the Apo 2 Theſf. 3. 
{le as diſorderly perſons who negle22. 40 labor 6—15· 
and earn their own bread, and idly. ſpend their _ _ 
time from bouſe to. bouſe, buſying themſelves) in 
other men's matters. „ ala: on. gun 


bag. Sali RP ral; 1 28 
Social Duties, 


HRISTIANS ought to regard Juſtice as Jofice md 
one of the weighty things both of the e 

Law and Goſpel. Truth and honeſty ſhould Matt 23. 23. 
appear in all their dealings with men. They 2 Cor. 1. 12. 
mult not allow themſelves even in the moſt, + * 
ſecret fraud; but are called ro renounce the | 
hidden things of diſhoneſty, and every kind 
of craft and deceit, as well as open theft and 
robbery, and ſhew themſelves Iſraclites indeed 1 Job. 1. 472 
in whom is no guile. As they are required Pſal. 32. 1,2, 
always to ſpeak, the truth from the heart, ſo Cor. 7. 14 
their whole conduct ſhould be upright, and 
their fidelity ſhould: appear in the he Plat. 15. 2,44 
of every promiſe, and the diſcharge of every 11. 7. 
truſt, We muſt remember that the righteous ' 
Lord loveth righteouſneſs, and his countes . 
nance beholdeth the upright. | 


— o 


Brrixvzxs muſt be full of mercy and good Mercy and 
fruits, kind, tenderhearted, abounding in eve- Kindneſs. 
ry good work, and ready to forgive the grea- Col. z. 12. 
teſt injuries. They are taught to pity the 2 Cor. 8 7. 
afflicted, relieve the diſtreſſed, and freely diſ- 15-& chap.g. 
perſe and give to the poor. They are warn- reaghout. 


ed to take heed of covetouſneſs, which is idola- on 8 


try; and inſtructed to be good and merciful, cg; 3. 5. 


even as our Father in heaven is merciful, and t 

not to be rigorous in exaclting even their pro- Lak. 6.35. 36. 

per rights, but give up their juſt claims ta- att f. 36— 
one „„ HET.” 1 2 4 ther 42. ; | 


© &. 
* ©” > ther than do any thing which bath'the appeal- 
ance of revenge or cruelty, © Treat cy 2 
Duties of li | * dus, 1 5 | | 
articular re- CHRIS hath given a ſpecial cbtmand, that 
ations. Huſbands ſhould love their Wives, even as be 
Eph. 5. 22= hath loved the Church, to regard them even 


. 1—9., 48 part of their o.wñ bodies and tenderly 
Coloſr 3. 18, cheriſh them as their own fleſh, ſliewing no 
4g. bitrerneſs againſt them. He hath alſo re- 


8 t- * .quired Wives to ſubmit themſelves unto their 
1 Pet. 3, 1— Own 'hofbands, to love them; and be under 
7 becoming ſubmiſſion, taking pattern from that 
5 love and reverence which the Church yields 
to Chriſt, Children are required to obey thei 

parents in the Lord, as what is juſtly due 

from them, and in ſo doing encouraged to 

hope for the promiſe of life remarkably an- 

nexed to that firſt command of the 2d Table, 

* Honcur thy Father, and thy Motber'. And 

Parents are commanded to govern their chil- 

dren with ſuch wiſdom, kindneſs, and ſteadi- 

15 neſs, as not to pfovoke them by ill treatment, 
__ or diſcourage them from their duty; and to 
ka | take all proper pains to bring them up in the 
kl nurture and admonition of the Lord., S#- 
tan's are inſttucted to be obedient to their 

maſters; not with eye- ſetvice as men- pleaſets, 

but in ſingleneſs of heart feating God, doing 

every thing heartily as to the Lord and not 
unto men; pleaſing them well in all things; 
Tit. 2 9= not anſwering again; not pilfering or embez. 
zeling their maſter's goods, but ſhewing all 

good fidelity. And Maſters are required on 
the other hand to treat their ſervants well, to 
forbear the ſevetity of threatnings, and give 

EY them that which is juſt and equal, Knowing 
that they themſelves alſo have a Maſter in 
5 heaven. Thus in evety relation the Goſpel 
- teacheth us to adotu the doctrine of God our 
Saviour. ; It 
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Ils a good and pleaſant thing for brethrem N 
of the ſame family to dwell together in unity: ren. 
and chriſtians, being brethren, as they are all Pfl. 33. 
the childret» of God by faith, are required to Gal. 3. 26-28 
maintain fervent charity among themſelves, ! Fer. 3-8, 
and preſerve the unity of the Spirit in _the-gy\".*, 6, 
bond of peace. They muſt not ſeek every 15 
man his own things, but every one his bro- 1 Cor. 10. 24 
ther's welfare. In managing all the affairs of 


the church, as well as in their more private 


converſation, their aim ſhould be to edify one Rom. 14. 194 
another, Every appearance of pride and vain - 


glory, envy, and ſtrife, among chriſtian bre- Gal. f. 26. 


thren, and every thing which tends to pro- Phil. 2. 3. 
voke one another and cauſe diviſions and con- Jam. 3. 14 
tentions, muſt be pronounced oppoſite to that ls. 

wiſdom which is from above: ſuch things 
proceed from a carnal ſpirit and temper, and 

are declared to be earthly, ſenſual and devil- | 
iſh.. Every chriſtian ought to think ſoberly Rom. 12, 3 
and modeſtly of himſelf, and inſtead of being 9: | 
conceited of his own knowlege or-attainments Phil. 2. 1— 
in grace, each ſhould be ready to eſteem ano- 16. Fe od 
ther better than himſelf. Chriſtian brethren 

ought to manifeſt ſincere love and tenderneſs ' Nag. ; 
in exhorting, admoniſhing and reproving each * 8 4 
other, The gentleſt methods ſhould be uſed 

to reclaim an offending brother, in a private 

manner, before the church is informed againſt _ | 
him. With all meekneſs, and pity, and with Matt. 18.15. 
all proper allowances for humane infirmities, 

we ſhould tell him of his faults, and not bear 

any ſecret grudge in our hearts againſt him, Lev. 19. 17. 
or be ſevere in our cenſures. We muſt be 


forgiven us, and muſt reject none wholly from 116.235 
our charity, whom Chriſt will not reject 3 Os | 
at the great day according to the plain decla- | 
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fations of the Goſpel, And in all public cen: 
ſures the Church ought to proceed according 
Mat. 18.15— to the rules which Chriſt has given us in his 
20. word, and imitate his example, who is touch. 
Heb.2.17,18. ed with a feeling of our infirmities, and hath 


4- 141% compaſſion on the ignorant and them that are 
out of the way; and if a man be overtaken 


Gal. 6. 1 in a fault, they which are ſpiritual ſhould be 


ready to reſtore ſuch an one in the ſpirit of 
meckneſs, conſidering that they ' themſelves 
alſo are liable to be tempted, 
Bren in u T6 all the officers which Chiift has dp. 
officers of the pointed in his Church due honor is to be 
Enürch. paid, eſpecially to thoſe who labor ith word 
1 Tim. 5.17- and doctrine, whom the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made Overſeers of the flock of God. As it is 
Aft. 20. 17, the duty of the Elders'orOverſeets to feed that 
= flock whichChriſt hath purchaſed with his own 


2 Tim. 4 1, 2. blood, by preaching the word, delivering to 


them the doctrines and commands of Chriſt, 

and admoniſhing and governing the Church 

1 Tim. 6. 3 according to his will declared in his word, 
not as having dominion over their faith and 


1 Pet. 5. 2,3. being lotds over God's heritage, but as help- 


ZCor. 1. 24. ers of their joy: ſo on the other. hand it is 
1 Theſſ 5. 12, the duty of the brethren to know and efteem 
13. them very highly in love for their work's ſake, 


Heb. 13. 17. and to obey and ſubmit themſelves to their in- 


ſtruction and government, becauſe they watch 
for fouls as thoſe who muſt give an account. 
And ſince the benefit of the Church depends 
much upon the good reputation of thoſe who 
are it's inftructors and guides, chriſtians ought 
Wt care fully ro obſerve that rule of the Goſpel, — 
Tim.g 19. Ag ainſt an Elder receive not an accuſation, but 
lal. 15. 3. before two or three witneſſe:—, and not caſily 
liſten to every ſlanderous report. | Ie 


* 


| Maintenan 

C 59 1 | | due to Mini 
Ir is an expreſs law of Chriſt; that they obo ee ee 
preachthe Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel, ac- Cor. 114 
cording to that antient command of the law 1 Tim.s. 18, 
of Moles,-Tbou ſhalt not muzzle the mouth of Deut. 25. f. 
the ox that treadeth out the corn. Chriſtians 
therefore muſt not think it much, if they whoſe 
buſineſs it is to ſow to them ſpiritual things, 
ſhould reap ſome reward in their carnal things, 
and not bear their own charges while they 
ace laboring in the work of the Goſpel. | 


part of chriſtian fellowſhip, that the Church 

ſhould take care of the poor members, and pro- — 19-99 
vide for the neceſſary and comfortable ſupply 6 5 3+ 
of their wants. This is one of the moſt di- 2Cor. 8.7, 8, 
rect proofs of our love to Chriſt, and for this . 
buſineſs in a peculiar manner Deacons were Ad. 6 1=—7. 
originally appointed in the Church. Every 1Cor.16.1, 2. 
member therefore ought, on all proper occa- | 
ſions, to ſhew his readinels to all ſuch works 2Cor.8 10 
of love, and give according to his ability for 15. 

the relief of the poor brethren, not by con- 957: 
ſtraint, but cheerfully and without grudging, 

diſcovering a bountiful diſpoſition, and not a 

ſpirit of covetoulneſs ; fr God loveth a 

cheerful giver. 52 | 


Car$STIANS are taught to be ſubject unto Sub jection tg 
the higher powers, and to obey magiſtrates . 
in the exerciſe of their lawful authority: be- Tit. 3 x. 
cauſe the powers which ate eſtabliſhed in the Rom 13. 1-# 
world. are ordained of God, and ſet up by his 6. 
E not to be a terror to good works 
ut to the evil. They are miniſters of God 
$ | H 2 for 


60 1 
for good to them that do well but reven- 


* gers to execute wrath and juſt pus 
oe. upon them to de evil. Therefore ehriſtians 
* 2 are commanded to be ſubject, not mere 


through fear, but for conſeience ſake, regard. 

ing the wiſdom, authority, and goodneſs of 

God in the providential inſtitution of ci 
government. While they have Tthe "ſame 

claim to all civil rights as other "men, they 

ought not to be turbulent and ſeditious, os 

-, . _ - breakers of the public peace and order. Our 
Matt. 17 24 Lord hath taught us by his own example to 
2 6 render unroCzfar the things which be Czfar's, 
And unto God the things which be God's; to 
pay whatever tribute or tax is lawfully requir- 

.cd of us, and not willingly to offend againſt 

. eſtabliſned laws and cuſtoms of government. 
1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. We are bound to pray for Kings and all in 
authrity, that we may lead a quiet and prace- 

N able life in all godlineſs and hontſty. In 
Ack. 5. 29. matters of pure religion, we muſt obey God 
rather than man; but in civil matters we 


1 a —— 
- . 2 = 8 
A = X == 2 S — 2 — < 4 * 
4 o * * — . = td _ 
— - a - 5 * * 
pay — — — — N * 2 — — — — 
. — 8 * - — 8 2 £ - = 
3 TY b 4 - => 4 : : — Ra — — * : — 8 IS nr " - 22 2 PU" * 
F ET © out ** he Sit EP —_— 1 - ( . SL - * 5 
- N 
— — wy — __ «a. Pry po — 


— — 2 
” - 
- 24 2 Ml — * 
* 


ll muſt ſubmit to every ordinance of man for 
= 1Pet. 2. 13— the Lord's ſake, whether it be unto the King 
41H 15. as ſupreme, or unto Governors, and other 

KR magiſtrates as appointed over us both by God 
1 and the King; for ſo is the will of God that 
kk: an. by well doing we may put to filence the 
iff Pte 74 5* ignorance of tooliſh men, when they accuſe 
Fill Chriſtians as enemies. to the civil govern- 
— ment. Theſe ſhort ſentences ought always to 
44M 4 Pet. g. 17, be remembred — Honour all men —, Love 
— tie, brotberkood —, fear God. Honour the 
|| King —. | * N | 
| . . 
oy Now to ſum up all; if chriſtians deſire to 
KAY be perfectly acquainted with the mind of 
„ 


God, and practice all the duties of religion, 
Jon: z they moſt make the worg of God their con. 
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Rant ſtudy and meditation, and endeavor to Pet. 2. 1.21 
be more acquainted with thoſe ſacred oracles | 
of truth which will teach them every part of 
wiſdom and righteouſneſs, and furniſh them 
thoroughly unto every good work : and be- 
ing well inſtructed in the holy ſcriptures, and 
raying always, they may hope for the con- 
ant direction and help of the holy Spirit in“ Job» 2-27 
order to the diſcharge of their whole duty. | 
In all our conduct towards men, that golden 
rule which our Lord hath given us will be. 
the beſt general directory, — Mbalſoever ye Matt. 7. 126 
would that men ſhould do unto you, do ye even 
the ſame unto them— : and as to every par- 
ticular branch of true religion in the various _ - 
circumſtances which may occur, a well in- 2 „ 1 
lightened and good conſcience will be our faith- . 
ful monitor. 


— 


Flv ALL x, brethren, whatſoever things are Philip. 4. 8,93 
true, honeſt, juſt, pure, lovely, of good re- 
port; if there be any virtue; if there be any 
praiſe ; we muſt think on theſe things, and 
be followers of thoſe who have ſet us the 
molt eminent examples of an holy converſa- 


tion. For if we are diligent in the practice ; 


of theſe things, in conſequence of that faith 2 Pet. 1. 5 
which we profeſs, we ſhall make our calling!!! 
and election ſure, and ſhall never fall; for 

ſo an entrance ſhall be adminiſtred to us a- 
bundantly into the everlaſting kingdom of 

our Lord and Savior Jeſus Chriſt, 
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